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Iraq reviews Turkey’s decision 


BAGHDAD (AF) — The cadre XnM^kadcnHp net Wafaesday to i 
Ttafccy’i dedrioa to cat the flair flf inter hi the Eapfcntc* Rher for a 
■i nurt, teott-nm ndk> nywal Ba g h d ad Mb arid P WMcat S ad daw 
ItortB rtak t d a irtftin af the B amfl i rttwiwi Cemmud Cmacfi and 
the regkm cmaat «C ft* Barth Fatty to dfacaw •naUcd aad peBtkal 
MprrTO nfTarlrr j‘f ihirMmi tin lit tin Bfirtano ~TTm i wIIii itlii wof 
0ve tether detaih, bat said aB nmmmy a mmbu wB be ten to 
caeeaatB- problem*. Artur* decided to Weds the water starting from Jen. 
13 to H hs uewfr brife Afatterk Dan ea the Euphrates to sootbciat Tarkcy. 
Tarfcbh efficUs uaomced tfae cat months ago asd bxnaecd the flow of 
the ri*er ahead «f time, saying both Xiaq aad Syria staid be able to cope 
with the exnnme shorrirtl tn the inter of the rWv by storing extra water 
ahead of tfaae. Bat Iraq bad aaaomeed flat the cat, not expected to thy op 
the rfacr beam to dd m e nraw tributaries, wM dmsttesfiy affect 
agrierttore to central ud forth Iraq. 


VotowU NMwrdW AMMAN THURSDAY-F3UDAY, JANUARY 11-12, 1990, JUMAD A AL THAN1 14-15, 1410 


fiia; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saadi Ar^fal-50riyak; UAEl-50dhitaim; Great Britain 25 peace 


PLO official says Baker plan flopped 



wi«H Kaddoumi 


By i Jordan 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Ha Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday received the 
head of die Piiranne L ib e rati on 
Organisation (PLO) foreign 
alters, Farooq Xadaovmi, Be 
Jordan News Ajcscy, Petra, 
said. 

Petra tSd not gjrc detafls ex- 
cept that Karidomm am acoom- 
several PLO officials. 
Minister sod Fore- 
igo Minister Maranan Ai Ones 
a tt fn dwl the jnceting) k added. 

It was befeved that Kaddoumi 
briefed King on the 
developments in the Pa tet i r w n 
scene and efforts to advance the 
pette proc e ss., 
Earaa.atnsniTOt tttteatt t, 
Kaddcnam said that an initiative 
for Palestinian- toeh< 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Baker fioppstL 
“We consider the Baker plan a 
failure since it does not 
to oar demand*,** said 


V ^SS\ 



daman. 

“The PLO has co o t i no teri y 
affirmed that we axe lor peace 
aad we have ■abtratted our own 
I, hot the U.S. and 
haw. stood . against this 
,** Kaddoumi told Petra, 
re know that the United 
States* policy has always been ia 
favour at tod e nd we are con- 
stantly on purd npntedKK 
pohezes... Che United totes' 
moves arc not ia the hate dtree- 
don." he add. 

In Cairo. FLO Chamnao Yas- 
ser Arafat met Egyptian Prori- 
deot Hosrri Mabank on the 

^Itoi^Si^neifDdmxIAtafiBt 
avoided reporters after die one- 
boor meeting. 

Palestinian source* said Arafat 
aad Mubarak, joined by their top 
poficy mdm, discuss e d peace 
moves and implication* of 
Egypt's newly res tor ed dec with 
Syria. 

Kaddoonh said: “My visit to 
Jordan is of groat imp ortance dne 


to (be situation which prevails in 
the Arab region ... especially 
bocaose steadfast Jordan has the 
longest confro n tation turn with 
the Israeli enemy.** 

Kaddoumi said Baber “did not 
come op with anything new and 
his plan is based on pr oce du ral 


King m a rts U.S. senator 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hit Majesty Eng Hmwn met at the Royal 
Court Wednesday with U.S. Congressman James Tower. The Kmg 
and Tower ffiscurawl the latest developments in the Middle East, 
and reviewed efforts towards the Arab-todi conflict. 


The five-point Baker 
calls for a meeting of U. 
tian and Israeli foreign monsters 
to pUn tails between Palestinians 
and Israelis, which in turn would 
lead to the election of Palestinian 
repr e sent a ti ves in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli officials are demanduu 
US. guarantees that the PLO 
will have nothing to do with any 
negotiations. 

‘‘The PLO has to choose and 
announce its delegation to the 
mooting (with Israelis) and it is 
not the right of anybody to object 
to that,” Kaddoumi aid. 

Kaddoumr also said Pakati- 
nian-bndi talks should be “< 
and not only aimed at 
elections” in the occupied ten> 
lories. 

He said the talks should be 
launched under international su- 
pervision and “tbc meeting itself 
should be a preliminary step to- 
wards bolding an international 
conference on the Middle 



TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
failed Wednesday to respond to 
an American tnd .to convene 
Israeli- Palestinian talks but said 
Middle East peace efforts were 
stQ] alive. 

‘There are some problems to 
be solved but we believe the 
process is very modi alive," fore- 
ign ministry spokesman Mom 
Anrichai tom reporters. 

Israel's 12-man inner cabinet 
met but offered no response to 
the latest American bid to adv- 
ance scor. Israeli proposal for 
Pal estinian elections in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Step. 

Israel Radio sakl the policy- 
making inner cabinet would act 
only after Defence Munster Yit- 
zhak Rabin returned next week 
from a trip to Washington- 

On Tuesday, U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker was reported 
frustrated with delays in oonveo- 
ing Isracli-Palrarmian talks on an 
Israeli election proposal promp- 
ted by the 25-montn-old uprising 
in the occupied territories. . 

A participant at Baker's meet- 
ing ruth Norway's Foreign Minis- 
ter KjeU Magne Bondevik told 
repartees the secretary of state 
might soon decide to devote Ms 
time to other world matters 
“where there was some hope of 
getting things done." 

Hie State Department said a 
preparatory meeting this month 
of Israeli, Egyptian and Amer- 
ican foreign mmsiters was in 
donbt for lade of progress. 

Israel Radio said Baker, in an 


effort to revitalise the process, 
bad -asked U.S. Jewish leaden 
and several members of Congress 
to pressure Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir to be more flexible. 

Israel has demanded iron-dad 
assurances from the United 
States that the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) would 
have no direct ot indirect role in 
talks to be held in 


to the elections,’’ he said on 
tod Radio. 

Israeli Radio reported that 
Baker told Norway’s Bondevik in 
a Monday meeting that be was 
rod to “throw up Ms hands' 


nr 


The inner cabinet reportedly 
'discussed cabin et secretary . 
Ftiakhn R ub ins t ei n 's December 
meeting with Baker cm U.S. 
asmxances* But cxmmnmkations 
Minister Gad Yacobi told a to- 
porter no dedskm was reached at 
the meeting Wednesday. 

Health Minister Yaacov Tzar, 
who tike Yacobi is of die centre- 
left Labour- Party, said be is 
confident that-Baker tad not yet 
even up on the Israeli initiative. 

"I don't think it’s all over," be 
said. T think he is only trying to 
prod everyone to push the pro- 
■cess forward," 

A foreign ministry official told 
reporters the process is “going to. 
be very long and painful." 

Arms said if Baker ends Ms 
involvement in Middle 
peace .efforts, Israel will 
kok mr other ways to inqdemait 
its election plani 
“If it should turn out that we 
cannot, through Mr. Baker’s five 
points, arrive at this dialogue that 
wiB deal with the proced ur es for 
bokfing elections then we will 
find another route to... move on 


in tne Middle East and concen- 
trate Ms efforts on areas of the 
world where he can more easily 
find success. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tntwiler said 
Baker called Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Megmd to 
cfiscuss a planned meeting be- 
tween Abdul Megmd, Baker and 
Arens in Washington. 

"As kmg as there is hope, there 
is reason to be engaged," TbtwO- 
cr said. But she added: “He’s also 
a reafist. If the parties are serious 
he will continue to work with 
them” 

The tripartite meeting was 
scheduled to be held this month, 
but was postponed until February 
due to unresolved differences 
ovefr the PLO role and the agenda 
for the proposed IsraeH-Palesti- 
man hiiw in Cairo. 

“It is absurd to have a meeting 
if the meeting resolves nothing," 
Tbtwiler said. 

The meeting of the three fore- 
ign xmnistere was the cornerstone 
of Baker’s five-point plan. 

It was designed to reach agree- 
ment on the composition of a 
Palestinian delegation that would 
meet with Israeli officials in Cairo 
to discuss Israel's elections prop- 
osal. 


<V 


Aoun deposits said to 
exceed $100 million 


BEIRUT (AgendM) — The lef- 
tist newsp ap er Al Safer Wednes- 
day quoted unnamed financial 
source as saying rebel General 
Michel Ann’s deposits inEurop- 
pcan and Amcncan banks are 
w trim m wi at more than $100 mo- 
tion. 

Aoun. was entangled in a 
moshroomhig firewall scandal 
last week over report he had $25 
nuffion in French banks. 


amount tat the money 

was donations ispde over tbc last 
.year to help Ms 20,000 troops. 

Al Safer -said in its front-page 
■.r sfoiy that AounV fond* came 
>; from Iraq, which supported the 
general’* s& month-war ag sm sr 
• the Syrian army in Lebanon that 
left jg9 people kffled beto/n 
Arab Leagss-brokeied ceasefire 
fook hdd last September. 


■ Aoun's press office <Sd not 
comment on the report. 

The general has been advised 
tu use the dollar as legal currency 
replacing the Lebanese pound to 
counter sanctions applied against 
frto Miijiiiiin prtinw by the govern- 
ment of President Efias Hrawi, 
the paper reported. 

It smd Aoaa has appropriated 
all militar y funds assigned to 
Lebanese embassies in Paris, 
.London, Washington and Bros- 
gels, which were estimated at ten* 
of minions of dollars. 

The move ap p arently Mowed 
foe strafing of a eftadar to these 
e mb ass ie s by Salim Al Hoes, 
prime minister in Hrawi’s 
cabinet, to freeze all purchases of 
aims- and mffitaxy spare puts. . 

Al Safir said that a $500,000 
monthly subsidy from a ^ cer t ain 
Arab state” to provide food and 



Michel Aonn 

medication for the Lebanese 
army has bean transferred to 
Amm’s personal account. 

The anned forces' of Aoun are 
recruiting women for combat 
roles, Reuters reported. Among 
mote scenting women wiB be the 
military notice and presidential 
guard. Women can also join the 
pwnTt air force and navy. 



Bb Makrty Kl*g Honda Wednesday confers with PdutMn official Farouq Khaddounri (Petra 
photo) 


Moscow to upgrade 
ties with PLO, Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze tdd a visiting Israeli minis- 
ter Wednesday the Kremlin plan- 
ned to upgrade relations wife 
Israel ana at the m™ time 
announced the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) would 
have a full embassy in Moscow. 

The Soviet move came amid 
signs U.S. diplomatic efforts to 
arrange a Palestinian-toeti dia- 
logue bad stalled and was accom- 
panied by a renewed call for an 
international peace conference. 

* • 'MeanwhOdf A Soviet Aeroflot- 
TU-134 plane landed at Ben- 
Gurion international airport near 
Tel Aviv, the first Soviet plane to 
bring Jewish immigrants on a 
direct flight from Moscow. 

Israel expects op to 50,000 
Soviet Jews to arrive tins year and 
attaches great importance to a 
recent agreement on direct flights 
with the Soviet Union that would 
help channel the exodus to Israel 
instead of the United States. 

The Soviet plane took back 52 
Soviet teenagers from Chernobyl 
area who hid been exposed to 
radiation during die 1986 acci- 
dent at the nuclear plant there. 
The children spent three weeks in 
tod on a holiday and were 
checked by Israeli doctors. 

Israeli Science Minister Ezcr 
Wehanan said on Israel Radio 
after a two-hour meeting in Mos- 
cow with Shevardnadze that the 
Soviet Union dans to upgrade 
relations with Israel. 

At die same time, the Soviet 
news agency TASS announced 
the Soviets were upgrading the 
status of tfae PLO mission in 
Moscow to “an embassy of the 
government of Palestine.” 

“The Soviet side expressed its 
readiness to conduct talks on 
the status of tfae con- 
of both countries," 
to Israel and 
the State of Palestine. 

The move stops short of renew- 
ing full diplomatic ties with 
IsrtMSl, winch were severed by the 
Soviet Union over the 1967 war. 

Weizman, speaking from Mos- 
cow, said on the radio that She- 
vardnadze told him the Israeli 
and Soviet diplomatic missions 


would be upgraded to legations 
ranking just below embassy level. 

Weizman, die second Israeli 
minister to visit Moscow after a 
23-year r up tu r e in ties, said She- 
vardnadze viewed Weizman’s 
visit as “further proof of more 
openness” in relations. 

However, according to the 
TASS report, Shevardnadze re- 
peated the Soviet demand for an 
international peace conference 
atidi Israel opposes. 

Shevardnadze said the PLO 
must be included ip the cpnfer- 
-ence and other stages' of 'The 
peace process but noted the solu- 
tion must be based an “a balance 
of interests of all its participants, 
Arabs and Israelis alike," TASS 
said. 

The' Soviets refused to allow 
Arye Levin, tod's consular rep- 
resentative in Moscow, to attend 
the meeting because be lacked 
the proper diplomatic status, 
Weizman said. 

“I told them tins must change 
'and then, in light of this... we 
spoke of tiie change in status,” 
Weizman said. 

Weizman also said Shevard- 
nadze promised to intervene with 
Syria and Iran to help account for 
at least six Israeli soldiers missing 
in action or captured in Lebanon 
by Iranian-backed groups. 

The Weizman-Shevardnadze 
meeting in Moscow upset the 
Israeli foreign ministry because 
Levin was not allowed to attend 
it, and the ministry had asked 
Weizman to cancel the talks, 
Israel Radio said. 

Weizman, a member of the 
centre-left Labour Party, went 
ahead with the meeting despite 
the foreign ministry recom- 
mendation and a warning from 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rh«n»iT of 
the right-wing Likud bloc not to 
engage in any political meetings 
while in Moscow. 

Just before Weizman’s trip, 
Shamir ousted the science minis- 
ter from the 12-member, deci- 
sion-making inner cabinet as 
punishment for alleged contacts 
with the PLO. 

The move provoked a crisis 
that came dose to breaking up 
the Labour-Likud coafitioo. 


Tehran 

accepts 

Soviet 

mediation 

MOSCOW (AP) — Iran has 
given the go-ahead to resume 
stymied peace settlement talks 
with Iraq, and this time they 
will be mediated and hosted 
by the Soviet Union, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

I ranian Foreign Minister AH 
Akbar Vefayati sent a message 
to Moscow saying Iran was 
willing to resume the talks, 
which stalled this April hi 
Geneva, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Gennady I. Gera- 
simov said. 

Iraq had already agreed to 
the Soviet proposal for trilater- 
al talks, so “now it is possible 
to start the practical working- 
out of tiiis question," Gerasi- 
mov told a Moscow briefing. 

He said he had no details on 
when and where the talks 
would be held. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, during 
an official visit to Iran in Au- . 
mist, had offered the Soviet 
Union's help in mediating the 
deadlocked talks. 

At die time, Tehran Radio 
quoted Shevardnadze as 
saying the Soviet Union was 
willing to exploit good rela- 
tions with both Gulf war foes 
in an effort to further the talks. 

The Soviets have leverage 
with Baghdad as Iraq's main 
suppliers in the Gulf war, and 
Iraq and the Soviet Union are 
bound by a treaty of friendship 
and cooperation. 

Tehran also has signed big 
gas deals with Moscow along 
with other trade agreements, 
reversing years of bad rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union 
when it had been grouped with 
America as a “great satan.” 

No progress was reported at 
the last round of direct nego- 
tiations between Velayati and 
Iraqi Foreign Ministry Tariq 
Aziz; held in Geneva in April. 


Mahdi moved to house arrest 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan’s military government 
released former Prime Minis- 
ter Sadeq Al Mahdi from pris- 
on Wednesday but kept him 
under boose a rrest, the junta’s 
top security official said. 

Colonel Bakri Hassan Salih, 
leader of the government’s 
security committee, said 
another politician, Mahdi’s 
former deputy and Foreign 
Minister Stdanmad Al Hus- 
sein, also was allowed to leave 
jafl but remained restricted to 
quartos. 

The official Sudan News 
Agency (SUNA), which distri- 
buted Salih’s co mments , said 
MahdTs release was part of the 
celebration of Sudan’s 34th in- 
dependence anniversary Jan. 

Only one of the party lead- 
en and other senior pohtidans 
imprisoned when a 15-man 
jama ousted Mahdi in a blood- 
less coup on June 30 remains in 
jaff, Ib rahim Nugud of .(he 


dis b an d ed Communist Party, 
with him are an nnirnn am num- 
ber of jimtarpotftidans, ex- 
it officials and mcm- 
of dissolved professional 
organisations and trade un- 
ions. 

In a dispatch from Khar- 
toum, Egypt’s Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) re- 
ported in Cairo that Sudanese 
Information Minister A!i 
Shorn mo Said Mahdi was re- 
leased because no proof of 
corruption bad been found. 


release of Mahtfi com- 
es as part of the government’s 
release of any detainees 
against whom investigations 
show no proof erf mistakes that 
led to corruption under the 
previous regime,” Shummo 
trild the Egyptian agency. 

The spiritual leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP), Mohammad Osman 
Al Miriam, released from jafl 
and pttt under house arrest fast 
month after nearly six months 


in detention, left for Britain 
Wednesday for medical treat- 
ment, SUNA added. 

The DUP and Mahdi’s 
Umxna Party, outlawed by the 
junta , with all other pofitical 
parties, were partners in four 
of the five coalition govern- 
ments formed by MahdTs dur- 
ing his three-year rule. 

Hassan AI Tourabi, leader 
Of die miKtapt National felamie 
Front (NIF) part)', was switch- 
ed from jail to house arrest last 
month. 

'On seizing power Bashir im- 
posed a nationwide state of 
emergency, suspended the 
constitution and dissolved par- 
liament and trade curious. 

He was repeatedly vowed 
never to allow a moJtMwrty 
system back in Sudan, Africa's 
largest country and one of its 
poorest. 

His coup was Sudan’s fourth 
military takeover since inde- 
pendence in 1956 from Anglo- 
Egypdan rule. 


Schools opened 
in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — More than 320,000 
Palestinian students returned to 
classes in the occupied West 
Bank Wednesday, two months 
after schools were dosed by the 
Israeli occupation authorities. 

The United Nations-run 
schools opened for the new 
school year, which is expected to 
run until July 8. 

Military authorities ordered an 
early end to the West Bank 
school year last Nov. 13, two days 
before Palestinians marked the 
first anniversary of the declara- 
tion of a Pales tinian State. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, the 
army delayed the reopening of 
schools from Thursday to Mon- 
day without giving a reason. They 
have remained open through 
most of the revolt 

Palestinian nationalists in the 
Gaza Strip had killed two fellow 
Arabs on suspicion of helping 
Israeli forces, Palestinian and 
Israeli sources said. 

The Israeli military authorities 
kept West Bank schools dosed 
for seven months last year, saying 
schools were a source of protests 
in the 25-month-old Palestinian 
revolt. 

Palestinians said the closure 
bad prevented students from 
finishing their curricuhun. School 
officials had hoped for only a 
two-week break before resuming 
dasses in 1990, instead of tile 
two-month gap forced on them. 

Officials at me U.N. Relief and 


Works Agency (UNRWA), 
which helps Palestinian refugees, 
said students would complete last 
year’s curriculum before begin- 
ning die new school year. 

In the Gaza Strip, the body of 
Aiman Kammout, 25. from 
Maghazi refugee camp was found 
in an abandoned well in nearby 
Nusseirat camp Wednesday, 
Palestinians said. They said he 
had been mising for eight days. 

Residents said the body, which 
bore stab and axe wounds, was 
taken to an Israeli hospital for an 
autopsy. 

The army said they were check- 
ing the report. 

A day earlier. 36-year-old 
Ghifra Abu Libdeb, from the 
Gaza Strip town of Rafah, was 
hospitalised after being stabbed 
by unidentified Palestinians. She 
died later Monday, Palestinian 
and military sources said. 

Israeli soldiers in the Gaza 
Strip demolished a house in Beit 
Hanoun village on charges an 
occupant helped in the kklnap- 
and killin g of an Israeli 


The army also notified owners 
of four West Bank houses sealed 
up last Sunday that they would be 
demolished. 

Soldiers shot and wounded two 
childr en during dashes in Jabalia 
and Nusseirat refugee camps in 
the Gaza Strip Wednesday. A 
10-year-old girl from Nusseirat, 
shot in the chest, was reported in 
serious condition. 


Shi’ite militias battle] 
with rented fury } 


K 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — Rival 
Shi'ite Muslim militias dashed 
with renewed fury in South Leba- 
non Wednesday, spuming media- 
tion efforts by. Iran. 

The pro-Syrian Amal and Ira- 
nian-backed Hizbolfah (Party of 
God) militias rained artillery 
shells and rockets on each others’ 
positions for the 19th successive 
day, sending terrified villagers 
scurrying for cover. 

Both groups, fighting for 
leadeship of Lebanon's 1.5 mil- 
lion Shi’ites, denied a statement 
by Iranian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad All Besharati 
Tuesday that a ceasefire had been 
agreed. 

Security sources said the mili- 
tias shelled each other’s positions 
in the villages of ’Ain Qana, 'Ain 
Bouswar, Jaijouh and Arabsalim 
in the Iqlim Al Tufah area, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

There were no reports of 
casualties from the six-hour non- 
stop barrage, the fiercest in five 
dpys. At least 76 people have 
been killed and 280 wounded 
since fighting erupted on Dec. 23. 

Scores of villagers fled their 
homes. Many who fled earlier 
had just returned, thinking the 
fighting bad eased. 

Political sources said Beshar- 


ati, who arrived in Beirut Sim- ^ 
day, met separately Tuesday with > 
leaders of Amal and Hizbollah. 

Muslim sources told Reuters 
the Iranian envoy, in several 
hours of talks, failed ot persuade 
Hizbollah to withdraw from five 
villages seized from Amal in 
street-to-street battles. 

The sources said the fun- 
damentalist Hizbollah asked for 
guarantees that a peace pact 
signed last year with the more 
secular Amal would be im- 
plemented. Amal has said Hiz- 
bollah must quit the villages be- 
fore any talks can start. 

The peace pact stipulated that 
Amal would be responsible for 
security in South Lebanon, but 
that Hizbollah could conduct 
political, religious and cultural * 
activities there. 

The agreement also allowed 
Hizbollah to launch guerrilla 
attacks atainst Israel from the 
south and called for the reopen- 
ing of Amal offices in Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, a Hizbodah 
stronghold. The offices remain 
dosed. 

Hizbollah ousted Amal fighters 
from the western Bekaa Valley 
last month. More.than 900 people 
have been lolled in the almost 
two-year-old feud. 


Ankara, Sofia shift 
focus to bilateral ties 

assurances from his Bulgarian 
counterpart that Sofia “has no 
intention to yield to pressure by 
protesters to reverse the deci- 
sion.” 

Yflmaz, told Turkey’s semi- 
official Anatolian news agency: 
“The talks had a different 
aftoosphere from all previous dis- 
cussions on the issue and for the 
first time we have used a common 
language.” 

The Kuwait meeting was the 
second in a series started before 
the fall of Bulgaria’s hardline 
Communist leader Todor Zhiv- 
kov in December. 

Bulgaria’s BTA news agency 
quoted Dimitrov as saying he 
tad proposed a joint agreement 
binding both countries to abide 
by the human rights principles of 
the United Nations and the Hel- 
sinki final acL Yflmaz made no 
reference to such a proposal. 

Ties between Turkey and its 
Balkan neighbour were strained 
last year when 300,000 ethnic 
Turks crossed the border to 
escape a campaign of forced asa- 
mflanon. 

Reformist leaders who took 
power in December have ended 
the asszmflatfon policy and res- 
tored minority rights. 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Turkey 
and Bulgaria coded their second 
round of Kuwaiti-sponsored talks 
cm the rights of the ethnic Mnsfim 
Turks by shifting emphasis to the 
normalisation of relations, 
sources dose to the meeting said 
Wednesday. 

Meanwhile Bulgaria said it 
proposed a non-aggression pact 
with Turkey at the day-long 
meetings in Kuwait Tuesday, the 
second since Oct. 30. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mesut Yflmaz, who led his coun- 
try’s delegation to the discus- 
sions, left Kuwait while his 
Bulgarian counterpart Boiko 
Dimitrov was due to leave later in 
the day. 

“Turkey is inclined to consider 
the problem of the Turkish Mus- 
lim minority in Bulgaria resolved 
following the adoption of the new 
leadership in Sofia of a decision 
restoring rights to tfae ethnic 
Turks," said the sources, who 
spoke on condition they not be 
named. 

“Turkey considers any more 
steps in this respect a purely 
international responsibility of the 
Bulgarian government,” they 
said. 

The sources said that the Tbr- 
kishfordgnmiiiistertadreceived 





irtpriAV TTMKS. THCKSDAY-FRTOAY, JANUARY 11-1* CW, 


Israel, UNRWA clash 
over Palestinian aid 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel and the Un- 
ited Nations clashed Tuesday 
over the rede of a U.N. refugee 


age nc y m pywng Palestinians dur- 
ing the uprising in die occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Giorgio Giacometti, commis- 
sioner-general of the U.N. Relief 
and Worts Agency (UNRWA), 
said Israeli leaders expressed con- 
cern in faifa that: his organisation 
was exceeding its mandate by 
aiding non-refugees and running 
an undercover observer force. 

“What Z cannot share is the 
manifest intention of putting a 
squeeze on ns, putting us under 
tutelage and control as if we were 
part erf the (Israeli) rivil adminis- 
tration,” he told Reuters. 

Israeli sources said Shmnel 
Goran, the defence ministry's top 
administra tor for the occupied 
territories, denied trying to res- 
trict UNRWA but insisted the 
agency must not exceed its man- 
date to provide humanitarian ser- 
vices for refugees. 

Giacometti said the U.S. 
secretary-general and the Gener- 
al Assembly asked UNRWA to 
extend temporary exceptional 
assistance to all needy Palesti- 
nians during the emergency cre- 
ated by the 26-month-old up- 
rising. 

Similar measures had been 
taken daring the Lebanese civil 
war. The ud was mainly food 
rations and medical treatment for 
casualties of dashes with the 
Israeli army. 


Giacometti said his talks with 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
Foreign Minuter Moshe Arens 
and Goten had helped dear up 
“an accumulation of misundes- 
tanding, suspicion and concern” 
over UNRWA’s role. ' 

Israeli officials have accused 
the agency Of rhannftffing aid to 
^r pridrig ac ti v is ts on behalf of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO). 

The UNRWA chief said he 
would accept money “even from 
the devil,” but only to fond the 
agency’s publicly approved 

h umanitarian p rogr am me. 

He said while Israel and the 
U.N. agency could not see eye- 
to-eye on ah matters, they shared 
an interest in hunting the blood- 
shed, economic andhuman dam- 
age of the uprising. 

Some 800, of the 1.75 million 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories are refugees. 

Giacometti said UNRWA had 
to slash its operating budget of 
$240 million by six per cent in real 
terms this year, mainly because of 
a cut in the contribution of the 
United States, the biggest donor. 

The agency did not yet have 


HrffMfc standards 


U.S. Secretary of Health Louis 
Sullivan said Tuesday that stan- 
dards of medical care were 
markedly lower in the occupied 
territories than in IsraeL 
Sullivan, on a visit to meet 
Israeli health officials, said the 
lower quality of Palestinian 
health care pre-dated die Israeli 
occupation of the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank but new problems 
frad arisen daring the Palestio- 
man revolt. 


any money to cover emergency 
refief services in Lebanon and the 


occupied territories for the 
second half of 1990, be said. 

Citing the need to resettle 
other refugees, Washington cut 
its UNRWA contribution from 
$67 minion two years ago to $61 
minion last year and $50 million 
in 1990. 


“There is common recognition 
between the Israeli officials and 
the Palestinian officials that the 
health status of the Palestinians is 
not as good as that of the Israeli 
citizens,” Sullivan told reporters. 

Sullivan said Palestinian health 

nfBrialg told twm rirwmg talks that 

their infont mortality rate was 
highw than the Israeli rate and 
only a muster of Palestinians had 
medical insurance, compared 
with 96 per cent of Israelis. 

“As a result of tins there are 
problems with them been able to 
afford health care,” Sullivan said 
before boarding a flight to Cairo 
for talks with Egnptian officials. 

The Palestinian uprising had 
complicated medical care, with 
budget cuts forced by a lack of tax 
revenue and the movement of 
patients obstructed by cmfews, 
Sullivan said. 

But be praised the standards of 
Israeli medicine, saying Israel 
had lower infant mortality than 
the United States. 
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Ben Alt’s party gives ground 


on electoral system, media 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia's ruling 
party, winch holds all the seats in 
parliament, yielded to opposition 
pressure Tuesday and accepted 
the principles of reforming the 
electoral system and giving the 
opposition a voice in the official 
media. 

Opposition leaders said they 
were pleased with the outcome of 
a meeting chaired by Prime 
Minister Hamed Karoni and 
attended by Abdul Rahim^ 
Zouari, secretary general of foe v 
ruling Democratic Constitutional I 
Union (RCD). i 

President 23ne A1 Abidine Ben\ 
AH called the meeting of the a 
so-called National Pact Council/ 
last week to deal with opposition * 
complaints that the democratic 
experiment he launched two 
years ago had come to a dead 
end. 

Zouari told Reuters after more 
than three hour: of talks in 
Karoui’s office: ’The council has 
come to tiie conclusion that one 
of the priorities is amending the 
electoral code and has decided to 
put the suggestion to president 
Ben Ali.” 

“We are proposing that politic- 
al pluralism be introduced in the 



* Zme A1 Abidine Ben AS 


media, especially on the radio 
and television.” 

Th e electoral code, which 
favours large parties, and the 
rating party’s virtual monopoly of 
the state broadcasting service 
have been the main targets of 
opposition complaints. 

Three important political 
groups, the Movement of Demo- 
cratic Socialists, the Tunisian 
Communist Parly and the coun- 
try’s influential Islamic move- 


ment, boycotted the meeting 
Tuesday. 

But two opposition leaders 
who did attend canw out saying 
they felt farther meetings would 
be wort hw h i le. 

“Before the meeting I must 
admit I was a little anxkras about 
the outcome but now I am very 
much encouraged,” said Najib 
Chebtri of the leftist Pr o gress iv e 
Socialist Ratty. 

“We received the impression 
that there will be a favourable 
response (from Ben Ali) to our 
1 demands,” added Mohammad 
BeDraj Amor of the Popular Uni- 
ty Party. 

The council will also ask Ben 
Ali to include opposition repre- 
sentatives on a board to review 
the education system. 

But the opposition leaders 
foiled to win concessions on the 
press code and the law on parties, 
which they say give the govern- 
ment too much control over poli- 
tical life. 

Under tire electoral system, the 
party which wins the most votes 
in each of the country’s 25 consti- 
tuencies wins all the seats in that 
constituency, which may number 
up to nine. 


PARIS (AP) — France wffi 
reopen its embassy in Afghanis- 
tan, becoming the first Western 
porter to do so since a U.S.-led 
exodus just before the Soviet 
army withdrew last year, a 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the embassy 
would be beaded by a charge 
d 'affair es. He said the diplomat 
had not yet been named and a 
date for the reopen i ng was not 
set. 

The announcement was first 
made Tuesday in Islamabad by 
Edwige Avice, France’s deputy 
foreign minister, who said the 
decision had “no political signifi- 
cance.” 

Speaking to reporters during 
an official visit, Mrs. Avice said 
the action should not be consi- 
dered support for the existing 
Kabul government, and noted 
that Pakistan — a strong suppor- 
ter of the anti-government rebels 
— has kept its Kabul embassy 
open. 

The Untied States, B ritain and 
other countries withdrew their 
diplomatic pesormel from Kabul 
before the February 1989 with- 
drawal of Soviet forces, citing 
concern for safety if the capital 
was overrun, by -anti-government r 
guerrillas. 

In the* past year, the Afghan 
government has shown greater 
staying power than expected by 
some Western diplomats. 
Although Kabul has come under 
rocket attacks, it has not proved 
especially dangerous for the di- 
plomatic pesormel who remained. 

But Western countries were 
reluctant to return to Kabul in a 
move that could be seen as a 
concession that tire U.S.-backed 
rebels were not dose to victory. 

The New York Times news- 
paper reported Wednesday that 
the French decision to reopen its 


embassy was made despite U.S. 
objections. 

Reports that France was plan- 
ning to return diplomats to Kabul 
«wne to light months ago, and 
Secretary of State James Baker 
rased the matter with Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas in St. 
Martin on Dec. 16, the Times 
said. 

“We explained that we don’t 
recognise tins gove rnm e n t, that' 
we consider it an illegitimate gov- 
ernment and we shouldn’t be 
sending in diplomats because that 
gives the impression of business 
as usual,” the newspaper quoted 
an official as saying. 

Some Western diplomats who 
left Kabul a year ago privately 
accused Americans of stamped- 
ing them into a hasty departure, 
although they acknowledged that 
their governments had planned to 
dose embassies sooner or la tear. 

The Kabul government has 
long accused Washington of de- 
liberate propaganda to portray 
the Najibnllah government as un- 
stable. 

Afghan rebels based in Pakis- 
tan who are fi ghting to topple the 
g over n ment in Kabul get most of 
their funds and weapons from the 
United States. 

‘ “They (the rebels) are not hap- - 
py about it because it is the wrong 
signal to send,” said a Western 
diplomat “For whatever legiti- 
mate reasons they (die French) 
have it is certain to be used by the 
Soviet Union and die Afghan 
regime for their own purposes.” 

A Euroepean ambassador dis- 
agreed, saying he believed tire 
French move would send precise- 
ly the right signal because it 
would tett the divided rebel 
leadeslnp it had be more flexible 
in seeking a political solution to 
the civil war. 

The Afghan govenrmentrin-ex- 
ile consistently refuses to talk 
even indirectly to Najttmllah and 


with bis People’s Democratic Par- 
ty of Afghanistan. 

Sionce early last year, the only 
NATO country represented in 
Kabul has been Turkey and di- 
pkxnats say they have badly mis- 
sed firsthand mformatin from 
the Afghan capital. 

Of tire three other West Euroe- 
pean nations to pull out last year, 
the least tikriy to follow France's 
lead is Britain because of Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher's 
staunch support of the Afghan 
rebel cause. 

West Germany is also unlikely 
to break ranks but Italy could be 
next to decide to reopen, di- 
plomatic sources said. 

Stampede over visas 

For almost two weeks, Afghan 
war refugees living in camps 
along Pakistanis rugged frontier 
heard rumours that hundreds of 
planes were parked on the tarmac 
of Islamabad’s international air- 
port, waiting to take 60,000 re- 
fugees to tiie United States. 

Pinning their hopes on what 
they had heard, hundreds 
boarded Pakistan's fleet of ricke- 
ty old buses and arrived at the 
gates of tbe International Catho- 
lic Migration Commission. The 
organisation, under contract to 
the U.S. "State Department, pro- 
cesses refugee applications. 

“They thought the airlines, 
were just watting to take them 
away,” said Ekkra Wager, foe 
commission’s director in Isla- 
mabad. 

The numbers peaked Sunday, 
when there were nearly 300 peo- 
ple waiting outside die commis- 
sion office, he said. 

Some had even sold their few 
personal possessions to finance 
the 170-kflometre trip from foe 
border city of Peshawar to Isla- 
mabad, hoping it was the first 
stop on a journey to tbe United 
States. 


Jibvil: Lockerbie accusation is attempt to blackmail Syria 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Hardline 
Palestinian guerrilla leader 
Ahmad JTbril said Tuesday West- 
ern accusations that he en- 
gineered the bom tang of a Pan 
Am jumbo jet over Scotland was 
a deliberate attempt to blackmail 
Syria. 

“We believe that this campaign 
is aimed at blackmailing Syria 
and President Hafez Al Assad 
because the United States and 
(President George) Bush believe 
the time is ripe to settle scores 
with countries and movements 
hostile to imperialism,” Jibril told 
a hastily-arranged press confer- 


captain who heads the popular 
Front for the liberation erf Pales- 
tine-General Command (PFLP- 
GC), has been blamed for the 
midair explosion of Pan Am 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land Dec. 21, 1988. 

All 259 people on board and 11 


people on the ground were killed. 
Jibril claimed that the United 


Jibril, a former Syrian army 


Jibril claimed that the United 
States and France also hold Syria 
responsible for foe twin suicide 
truck bombings of the American 
marine base and the French para- 
troop headquarters in Beirut that 
killed 241 U.S. servicemen and 58 
Frenchmen in 1983. 

“But they do not want to face 
Syria outright so they did it in- 


directly by trying to implicate us 
in foe (Lockerbie) bombing,” 
Jibril told the packed news con- 
ference at Mar Elias Palestinian 
refugee camp in west Beirut. 

“We say it loud and dear that 
President Hafez Al Assad is not a 
Noriega and Syria is not a Banana 
republic,” dm unshaven, tired- 
looking Jibril said in reference to 
the recent U.S. invasion of Pana- 
ma and the subsequent arrest of 
its former dictator Manuel 
Noriega- 

Asked whether he condemns 
the Lockerbie bombing, Jibril 
said, “We condemn all acts that 
lead to the IriDing of civilians and 
innocents. 


“But by foe same token I want 
to ask, hasn’t bush in his recent 
attack on panama willfully killed 
children, women and infants?” 
Asked to comment on reports 
that his group and Iran plotted 
the Lockerbie attack together, 
Jibril said, “These are just fab- 
rications that are not based on 
any kind of truth.” 


Suspect appeals 


A- Palestinian suspected of in- 
volvement mtite Pan Am bail^ 
appealed Tuesday against a fife 
sentence in Sweden for other 
bombings, bis lawyer said. 

Mohammad Abu Talb, 35, was 


found guttty by a Swedish district 
court last Dec. 21 erf aiding and 
abetting murder and other off- 
ences arising from bomb atta c ks 
in Copenhagen and Amsterdam 
in 1985. 

His lawyer, Svcn-Erik Sjogren, 
said he would appeal to a Stock- 
holm regional court, which under 
Swedish legal procedure must 
grant him a second court hearing. 

The appeal document repeated 
Abu Talb’s denial of any involve- 
ment in die bombings and called 
for an accnuttaL 

The verdict on Abu Talb, tried 
with three other Palestinians who 
also received jail sentences v was 
delivered a year after the Locker- 


bie explosion. 

Talb has been formally identi- 
fied as a suspect in the police 
investigation into the Lockerbie 
bombing but has denied any in- 
volvement, 

Sjogren said Scottish police 
attended an interrogation session 
about Lockerbie with Abn Talb 
last month. The session was stop- 
ped after only 20 minutes because 
Abu Talb mid Us lawyer war 
unhappy about tbe number of 
interrogators. 

“We haven’t heard from the 
Scottish police since before 
Christmas. We have die feeling 
that their interest is fading,” 
Sjogren told Reuters. 
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Israel appeals for funds 
to settle Soviet Jews 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli lead- 
era Tuesday urged American 
Jews to boost donations to help 
meet an expected $300 mflnon 
deficit in the program me t o 
absorb a wave of Soviet immig- 
rants. 

Finance Minister Shimon Feres 
told a group of 100 fundraising 

rabbis from the United States and 

that Israel was witting to 


leave the Jewish Agency with a 
deficit of $300 unman, be sank 
Jewish Agency Chamnan 


foe i mm i g r an ts, but CXpeCtS help 
from Jewish comnunnties over- 


Paris confirms diplomatic 
return to Afghan capital 


“Even if we have, to cut our 
standard of hying we will absorb 
foe immigrants,” Peres said. 
“This is our most important job, 
to save Jews and give the state 
greater capabilities.” 

“Together we ghall bring them 
over here and make this country 
stronger,” he said to the Israel 
Boos Rabbinic Conference. The 
rabbis were responsible for sett- 
ing almost $130 m ilHcm in Israel 
bonds last year. 

■ Mmr Sbiteeet, treasurer of the 
quasi-goveramental Jewish 
Agency, said the agency expects 

100.000 Soviet immigrants, 

30.000 more than axe provided 
for in the 1990 budget. 

Increased immigration ‘ will 


plan to meet with leaders from 
tbe United Jewish Appeal and 
the United Israel Appeal next, 
week in New York to ask ti wra to 
increase their fund raising taiget 
of $500 million over fhfe yean. 

“T am convinced that Ameri can 
Jewry, as it did in the past, aswe& 
as worid Jewry, wil partly bear 
the expenses of this enorm ous 
project of returni ng fo e^ J ewish. 
people to their country,” Dinttz 
saia. “This is our demand from 
them and I believe they , win 
respond.” 

Dmitz said Israel needs $3 h3- 
fion over three years to provide 
jobs and housing for foe Soviet 
immigrants. He said in that 
period Israel will provide $2. bfl- 

S .. i j r 


will raise $500 million arid 


million will be provide tin 
backed by the U.S. govern 


backed try the U.S. government 
Tuesday night., 50 rabbis from 
the Israel bonds delegation met 
almost 300 arriving soviet immig- 
rants. A spokesman for IheJew- 
jsh Agency said that tins month 
Soviet Jews have been arriving at 
the rate of 500 per day. 


Census in Khartoum 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Most 
Khartoum residents obeyed 
orders of Sudan’s military rulers 
Tuesday and stayed at home for a 
census that seemed aimed at 
weeding out more than 1.5 mil- 
lion refugees and displaced south- 
ern Sudanese sheltering in the 
capital area. 

Streets were described except 
for occasional police checkpoints, 
giving scant evidence of at least 
five milli on people of Khartoum 
and its suburbs and Omdurman, 
its twin city across the Nile 
River. 

By government decree, public 
and private employees had the 
day off. Public transportation was 
stopped, and police patrols en- 
forced a curfew from 8 ajn. to 5 
p.m. (0600-1500 GMT). 

Sudan's state-owned television, 
which normally transmits from 
the early evening, went on air at 


tiie number of refugees arid dis- 
placed people, probably to faeffi- 
tate their transfer later to other 


t 


10 &jn. (0800 GMT) to entertain 
foe homebound Khartoumers 


foe homebound Khartoumers 
with light ente rtainment prog- 
rammes, soccer and Americ an 
professional wrestling. 

Officials sild Tuesday's capital- 
area head count marked a step 
toward another national tabular 
tkm but have not said specifically 
why it was ordered. 

It appeared likely, however, 
that Omar ttassan Al Bashir’s 
government wanted to determine 


regions- 

Questions asked nationality, 
birthplace and when o^-why 
non-Khartoum natives moyed to 
the capital. 

In a statement repcatedlyread 
on television and radio Sn^ay, . 
Monday arid Tuesday, Khar- 
toum’s mihtaiy commissioner,’. 
Mohammad Oanan Mohammad 
Saeed, ordered: “AH people liv- 
ing in the capital must remain 
indoors. The chy will be dosed to . 
incoming and outgoiiq; vehicle 
and train traffic... to facilitate the 
counting.” 

The general’s statement said 

people who could not mns work 

and people going to the airport 
would have to * have permits 
obtined Monday from the central 
military area headquarters in 
Khartoum. 

Sudan’s last national census 
was in 1963, under the unfita^ 
government headed by Jaa&f J/ ? rax( 
Nmneiri, which was oyertfarimu : no on : 
two years later. Prime^finistei 
Sadeq Al Mahdi’s Chilian govern- 1£«- * 

meat estimated before -it was kas 
oustedbytite military lastJun&30 . n 
that the capital had five mflfionto fcMzrsz 
seven million residents, not - 
counting refugees and displaced - * — 
Sudanese. 


tion by drug smuggling, it said, down since ft was launched a year r^ser 
I nice were women and four were ago. Qno n nwiiitnftte immm uW. 
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By Naim o Mmd 

Jordan Timer Staff Reporter 

■ - . n .. -V 

AMMAN — The fact that 
Jordan is witnessing new de- 
velopments in its political, so- 
cial and economic po&iea is no 
longer the newsy lead to any 
newspaper report. However, 
attempts to define this new era 
in a legible manner is a task 
now shouldered by profession- 
al associations, political parties 
and the public at large. 

To guarantee honest ap- 
plication of articles of the Con- 
stitution after three decades of 
an ‘'em e rg en cy" which block- 
ed the proper development of 
the democratic process scans 
to be the wide- umbrella under 
which the members of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
are now working. 

What are the p rereq ui s ite s 
for flie success of this “demo- 
cratic and free era” in light of 
the absence of any political 
indoctrination towards this end 
for over 32 years? 

A fanner Arab nationalist, a 
Q)M ||W *e and an all 

now members of the Lower 
House, endeavoured Tuesday 
to died fight on the “horizons 
of the new era in Jordan** in an 
open symposium held by the 
Jordan Engineers Association 
at the XSofesaknial Associa- 
tions Complex. 

Mohammad Fans Al Thraw- 
neh (Karat), Issa Madaaat 
(Karat) and Yaooub Garnish 
(Amman) delivered short* 
speeches In which they high- 
lighted the first indications of 
the existence of the political 
will in Jordan to reinforce ami 
introduce a new era which 
would allow higher political, 
social and economic participa- 
tion by the public. 

AD three deputies agreed 
that the total freedom ex- 
tended to citizens of all politic- 
al leanings with no bars what- 
soever to contest in the Nov. 8 
elections was the first step to- 
wards a “positive and interest- 
ing way of fife” for the King- 
dom. They noted that the 
pointed ab stinenc e from ap- 
plying provisions of the ELec- 
tkaTxaw to prevent knows 
political activists from seeking 
seats in the Lower House .was 
followed by. a series of mea-. 
sure* - reinsta ting political and ■ 
social fr ee d oms as well as the 
fHdoins to work and travel 
without the mterference of 
security departments. 

THe steps and measures 
adopted by the gover nme nt 
were many and often preemp- 
ted demands, by the Lower 
House itself and al tho u g h par- 
)jamwitariant have been 
underlining the need for con- 
tinued government moves 


along the same fine; the three 
deputies idto addressed Tues- 
day's gathering caSjed op the 
poofic to reciprocate the moves 
undertaken by the executive 
au th o ri t y as weS as Parliament 
and to raise their level of 
awareness of the political im- 
plications of the m e a s ur es. 

"The horizon of the new era 
is determined by your outlook 
and insistence, said Qarrash, 
an independent Islamist, ex- 
horted the mufience at the Pro- 
fessional Associations Com- 
plex. 

“Tbs is not only an interval 
between two eras,” he said. 
“With your intelligence and 
yoto steadfastness and depend- 
ing cm your reciprocation with 
the new stage and not leaving 
decisions to parliamentary dis- 
cussions or government ded- 
skms, yon can determine the 
future of this era," Qarrash 
asserted. . 

Madanat, a self-declared 
umununiri , placed great frith 
in the awareness and the con- 
Mdonsness of the people of 
Jordan and expressed fats frith 
in their by in- 

stinct.” 

“Our people- have experi- 
ence... they know how it feds 
not to have democracy and to 
be oppre sse d/* he said. "So 
now they w£U be very careful 
with what they have received 
so far.” ■■■ 

This concern and protection 
of what be described as 
“democratic airs,” and his 
-frith in fee people's zeal over 
continuing the ‘foundations of 
democracy and ensuring its 
continuation and deve lo pment 
is the mam gam towards solv- 
ing all its problems and avoid- 
ing any repetition of the past” 

Tarawndh, an Arab 
nationalist, pointed out that 
public participation in the 
building of a new Jordan and 
milting decisions aimed at 
creating justice ruled by the 
law “will develop the mentality 
of the people from fire state of 
negative mrnkmg to positive 
and fntitfui interaction.” 

He warned against what he 
described as “ e xtrem i sm in 
public ♦hitiicjng and overstep- 
ping the limits of reafily or not 
absorbing it," and said that this 
situation wffl help create “a 
state of imbalance in dealing 
with the new democratic 
moves.” . 

National charter 

AH three p w fm ngrftrwM 
said they found bo need for a 
national charter governing 
pofiticaT plnrafisn in the King- 
dom. However, they also con- 
ceded that there was little they 
could to do to preempt the 
drafting of the cmrter, which 


HSs Majesty King Hussein has 
said would be presented to the 
people for. a referendum. . . 

Toe deputies maintained 
that the concern over die crea- 
tion of a national charter was 
that it would “supercede the 
constitution, representing a 
breach of the constitution, and 
pose a dilemma to the work of 
the courts/' 

Qarrash posed a hypothetic- 
al question: What would hap- 
pen if a situation occurred 
whereby there was a con- 
troversy over an issue pertain- 
ing to political fife in Jordan? 
^jHow wifi t tejra nt role then? 

al, winches the Constitution] 
or refer to the national charter, 
and thus undermine the Con- 
stitution?” 

Madanat argued that Article 
16 D of the Constitution stipu- 
lates that “Jordanians are enti- 
tled to establish societies and 
.political parties provided that 
the objectives of such societies 
and parlies are lawful, then- 
methods peaceful and their 
bye-laws not contrary to Che 
provisions of the Constitu- 
tion.” The article gnanmtees 
J or d anian s an absolute right in 
forming political parties with- 
out “mterference” from a 
national charter, he asserted. 

In- fight of this article, the 
argument of the deputies is 
that the country's political 
activists need no further qual- 
ified conditions to setting op 
parties. 

Obviously they fear that 
there could be provisions in the 
proposed national charter 
which would curtail or impose 
fimitatioas on the freedoms en- 
joyed by political parties as 
and when they are created. 

On the other hand, the de- 
puties skirted the possibility of 
the national charter reaffirm- 
ing religious coexistence of 
Jordanians in the Kingdom and 
nmfeffinmg the right of people 
of afi religions to work 
together as equal citizens as 
well as emphasising the need 
for national unity among all 
Jordanians regardless of ethnic 
origins. 

The issue of the national 
charter, according to obser- 
vers, remains unclear until de- 
fined by foe expected-to-be- 
a ppo irito d royal commission 
winch will be entrusted with 
charting the document. 

The. Lower House, in 
reply to foe speech from the. 
throne Nov. 27, called for 
direct participation by Lower 
House members in drafting foe 
national charter despite the 
fret that no specific details 
have been released whether or 
hot deputies would be asked to 
be members of foe royal com- 
tmssioiL 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Mhdar Badran Wednesday 
paid an inspection tour of natural 
gas fields at AI Risheh district 
dose to the border with Iraq and 
said later that natural gas 
projection programmes were 
moving in the right direction. 

The visit came two days after 
Badran heard a briefing on gas 
and oil prospecting operations at 
Al Risbeh hy Mi ffl ag 

of Energy and Mineral Resources 
Thabet Al Taber, who 
announ c ed that surveys had re- 
vealed foe presence of vast gas 
reserves in foe area. 

Badran visited the site of a rig 
called Jerash and was briefed on 
the progress of drilling. 

He was told that the Natural 
Resources Authority (NRA). 
which undertakes foe drilling op- 
erations employing national 
teams, bad purchased foe rig for 
$4.5 million. 

NRA teams have to date dril- 
led three gas wells, which 
altogether produce 40 million 
come fact of gas on a daily basis, 
Badran was told. 

At present, the rig is being 
nsed to drill a fourth well at a 
depth of 2,700 metres and it is 
hoped that pumping of gas will 
begin by next week. 

Badran, accompanied by the 
twtnwter of energy, visited a sta- 


tical which processes foe passage 
of gas to the turbines m a power 
station that generates electricity. 
The power station provides near- 
ly 15 per cent of foe total national 
electricity output, and is driven 
by gs produced at Al Risheh. 

Power generation operations 
will be boosted once two addi- 
tional gas turbine units have been 
installed ax the power station at 
Risheh. — 

Once foe two gas turbine unit* 
are transferred from their prese n t 
location at a JEA facility near 
Amman to AJ Risheh and start 
producing electricity, Jordan is 
expected to save mound $10 mil- 
lion worth of fuel for energy 
generation every year, according 
Co the minister. 

In addition, the mmisecy has 
also plans to use Al Risbefa gas in 
local industries and petzochemio- 
a] plants, the minister said last 
week. 

Speaking after the rah, the 
prime minister voiced deep 
appreciation to the workeis at the 
oil gas fields and the power sta- 
tion. Once well number 18 has 
become folly operational, be said 
the country can go ahead with 
setting up a petrochemical pliant 
powered by the natural gas 
obtained at foe Risheh district. 

Several ac c ompan ied 

foe [frime minister on the visit. 


AI Ra’i, AI Dustour 
elect board members 


I ~ Deputies stress public’s 
responsibility, reciprocation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The general 
assemblies of two local Arabic 
dailies Wednesday elected their 
boards of directors at separate 
meetings, in accordance with a 
gov e r n ment order to do so fol- 
lowing the reversal of a decision 
taken in 1988 by the Economic 
Security Committee (ESQ. 

The Jordan Press Foundation, 
which publishes the Arabic daily 
Al Ra'i and the Ionian Times, 
elected the following members to 
serve on foe board: Mahmoud Al 
Kayed, Mohammad Al Amid, 
Ah Abal Ragheb and Ramzi 
Muasher (from the private sec- 
tor) who were, joined also as 
board members by Radwan Abu 
Hammoudeh, Ahmad Taker, 
Yousef Al Suradi and Samir Qar- 
den from the Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC) and Afi Ghar- 
mbeh from too Jordan Invest- 
ments Corporation. 

The Jordan Press, Publishing 
and Distribution Company (Al 
Dustour) elected as its directors 
Kamel Al Sharif, Mahmoud Al 
Sharif, Hassan Al T al, Simian AI 
Bonn and a representative of the 
Jordan Arab Investment Bank. 

The SSC is to be represented 
by Riad Al Saifi, Dr. Adnan 
Abdul Halim Abbas, Abdul Hah 
Al Tabbaa, while foe Jordan In- 
vestments Corporation will be 


represented by Radi Ibrahim. 

Both boards are to meet Thurs- 
day to elect their ch airme n and 
discuss the too establishments* 
p rogr amm es and operations. 

On Dec. 11, the ESC took a 
decision reversing its own deci- 
sion Of August 1988 Of aminring 

in aHm inkl ra«r m» and gfitOPM 

control of foe two papers. The 
government became a major 
shareholder of foe three papers 
on Jan. 1, 1986 after transforming 
the papers from private into pub- 
lic shareholding companies. 

The government, through the 
SSC and other organisations, 
owns 61 per cent of foe shares of 
AI Ra’i, 53 per cent of Al Dus- 
tour and 85 per cent ci Sawt Al 
Shanb, which was original^ 
established as a public sharehold- 
ing company. 

Last week. Minister of- In- 
formation Ibrahim fraeddin said 
that foe gov ernm ent of Prime 
Minister Badran plans to reex- 
amine the status of the press and 
reconsider the question of news- 


Tneridin said m a statement to 
the Jordan Times that the prime 
minister had specifically stated 
that there. should be a dearly 
defined concept se p arati ng own- 
ership of newspapers and free- 
dom of expression. 




GUVS ANNOUNCES PROJECT: The General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) is to take part in a social development 
project which will be carried out in the southern pans of Jordan in 
cooperation with the Queen Alia Social Welfare Fund (QAF), 
GUVS President Abdallah Al Khatib as quoted Wedn e sday by AI 
Dustour Arabic daily ne w spaper. Khatib said that GUVS would 
contribute JD 20,000 to the JD 100,000 project aimed at hdping 
poor families raise their Irving standards through small and medium 
sized schemes. The project, winch wfil mostly benefit rural areas 
and residents of villages in the south, will be conducted through 
c haritabh and voluntary societies, Khatib added. 

TUNISIAN MINISTER MEETS ENVOY: Tunisian Minister of 
Tourism Mohammad Jgbam Wednesday received Jordan’s Ambas- 
sador to Tunisia Talal Sat'an Al Hassan and dwens we d with him 
tourism cooperation, means to develop cooperation in the field of 
hotel management, and the prospects or holding a Jordanian 
touristic week in Tunisia in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Royal Jordanian (Petra). 

ROMANIAN COMMEMORATION: The Romanian commun- 
ity in Jordan will attend a mass Friday at the Greek Orthodox 
Church in Abdafi to mourn foe victims of the revolution that 
toppled Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. The new Roma- 
nian leaders have called for a day of mourning Friday for the 
Romanians who fell under the guns of Ceausescu's secret police, 
foe Securitate. 

BIO-ENERGY COURSE: The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
Ira par tic i pated in a training course on Mo-energy bdd recently in 
Mogadishu, Somalia. The course, attended by researcher at foe 
RSS Renewable Energy Research Centre, Khaled Touqan, helped 

rawufte energy 

ZABEN MEETS IRAQI DOCTORS: Health Minister Moham- 
mad Addoub Al Zaben had a meeting Wednesday with a 
delegation representing Iraqi forensic doctors. The d e legation is 
now on a visit to Jordan to discuss bilateral cooperation. Zabcn 
said that Jordan was keen to boost bilateral cooperation to serve 
foe interests of foe Jordanian and Iraqi people. Toe two countries, 
he said, can exchange expertise and information related to primary 
health care as well as other fields (Petra). 

MEAT CHECKS: Heads of municipal councils in the Kingdom 
win ack^tKtt^raiynKaaires to inspi^ all stores winch sefl frozen 
meat to make sure that te mp erat ures at refrigera to rs do not rise 
above -18 degrees Centigrade, according to a demand made by the 
Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and Environment Abdul 
Karim Al Daghmi. The demand, adopted in accor danc e with 
recommendations presented by the Ministry of Health, provides 
for destroying frozen meat kept outside refrigerators. Violators will 
be prosecuted (Petra). 

JIEC BOARD: The Cabinet has de ri ded to extend the mem- 
bership of government and public institutions' representatives in 
the Jordan Industrial Estate Corporation (JIEC). The members are 
Mohammad Mahdi Al Faxhan, Add Al Qdah, Dr. Satan 
Touqan, Mohammad Saleh Al Houram, Munthcr Al Sa’utfi, and 
Mansour Al TJtonm (Petra). 




IBs MajestJ King Hondo Wednesday receives Syrian aramd-tte-worid traveller Ahmad Habbffi 
(Petra photo) 


King m< 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein met at 
the Royal Coon Wednesday 
with a Syrian around foe world 
traveller, who presented the 
King with a brass shield. 

The traveller, Ahmad 
Mohammad Habbfli, tokl King 
Hussria about his trip which be 
said was being made under the 
slogan of: “Everything is dedi- 


meets Syrian traveller 


cated to childhood.” 

HabbQi started his trip from 
the Syrian city of Quneitra and 
will end it at the Japanese city 
of Hiroshima. Quneitra was 
occupied and destroyed by 
Israel in foe 1967 Arab-Israefi 
war while Hiroshima was de- 
vastated in 1945 by an Amer- 
ican atomic bomb. 

The shield presented to the 


King carried an inscription ex- 
pressing appreciation of his 
efforts to serve Arab interests 
an the cause of peace. 

Later Wednesday, Minister 
of Youth Ib rahim Ghababshch 
met Habbili and praised his 
mission as an “undertaking 
which is intended to demons- 
trate Arab youths' role in en- 
trenching friendship and peace 
in the world.** 


ACC ministers review 
housing and construction 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministers in 
charge of bousing and reconstruc- 
tion in the four-member Arab 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
opened a two-day meeting in 
Amman Wednesday to discuss 
cooperation among the ACC 
countries in bousing, construction 
and related affairs. 

Dr. Hilmi Nammar. ACC 
secretary -general, said foe Am- 
man-based ACC secretariat was 
willing to offer subcommittees on 
construction and housing foe re- 
quired machinery to implement 
projects in tins sector and help 
provide better and more homes 
for dozens of the Arab World. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Nammar said the ACC 
General Secretariat was currently 
preparing die ground for estab- 
lishing a central data bank that 
can provide the specialised com- 
mittees with information to 
promote their work. 

Despite the current difficult 
economic conditions in the Arab 
World, proper attention should 
be directed towards the housing 
and reconstruction sector since it 
has a direct impact on the lives of 
Arab citizens, Nammar said. 

At the outset of the session. 
Minister of Public Works and 


Housng Abdul RaoufAl Rawab- 
deh said the two-day session rep- 
resents one more step towards 
achieving integration among 
Egypt, Iraq, North Yemen and 
Jordan. 

He expressed appreciation to 
the four technical teams which 
prepared the work for the min- 
isterial meeting. 

Egyptian Minister of Recon- 
struction and Housing Hasabal- 
iah Al Kafrawi underlined the 
importance of housing for the 
ACC countries, and said that the 
ACC possesses vast potentials 
that remain to be fully and prop- 
erly exploited. 

Iraqi Minister of Housing Tab- 
er HasSOUD Said foe Amman 
meeting serves as a solid ground 
on which the four ministers can 
build their future cooperation in 
the bousing and reconstruction 
fields. 

North Yemeni Minister of 
Municipalities and Housing Ali 
Hamadani told the meeting that 
North Yemen, which has jutt 
arrived at a formula for unity wijih. 
South Yemen, regards the meet- 
ing as one more step to pool the 
Arab countries resources, and 
achieve the ACCs objectives. 

The ministerial meeting will 


study and endorse a report pre- 
pared over the past three days by 
a preparatory committee, which 
investigated and discussed uni- 
fication among foe ACC coun- 
tries in matters related to speci- 
fications and standards, construc- 
tion operations, legislation and 
laws governing budding and the 
work of engineering consultancy 
firms in the four states. 

Following the morning session, 
die ACC delegations visited the 
Abu Nuseir Housing Estate 
northwest of here and listened to 
a briefing on the project, which 
was implemented by two foreign 
companies. 


Badran meets delegates 

The ACC ministers were later 
received by Prime Minister • 
Mudar Badran. They reviewed ( 
with him cooperation among A 
ACC states in housing and recon- pi 
stroctioo and briefed h im on the 
outcome of Wednesday's^ 
meeting. j- 

The prime minister paid tribute l 
to the minisitrs' efforts. which, \ 
he said, contribute most positive- 
ly towards ACC integration. 


Workshops to market 
therapeutical Ma’in spa 


MAD ABA (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Tourism is preparing for a 
series of workshops in March 
designed to market Zarqa Ma’in 
therapeutical spa in the Arab 
World and to attract more tourist 
groups in Jordan, Minister of 
Tourism Abdul Karim Al Kabar- 
iti announced here Wednesday. 

The spa at Ma’in is considered 
the largest therapeutical centre 
using mineral waters in the Mid- 
dle East and foe ministry plans to 
boost its operations and help 
attract more visitors to it and to 
the neighbouring archaeological 
and touristic sates,” the minister 
said during a tour of tourist and 
archaeological areas in Madaba 
district, 35 kflometres south of 
Amman. 

The Ministry of Tourism is 
currently conducting a compre- 
hensive survey of tourist and 
archaeological sites in the King- 
dean in order to include them in a 
special book which will be sold in 
the Arab World, Kabariri said. 
He said that such a project was 
bound to attract non-Jordanian 


Syria, 
Jordan 
reach 
agreement 
on travel 

DAMASCUS (J.T.) — A joint 
Syrian- Jordanian committee has 
readied agreement here on ways 
to facilitate transit and transport 
operations between Jordan and 
Syria in a bad to boost tourism 
and promote transport in line 
with resolutions passed by the 
joint Jordaman-Syrian Higher 
Committ e e. 

Dr. Mohammad Sim&di, 
secretary-general of the Ministry 
of Transport and Telecom- 
munications who headed foe 
Jor danian side to the talks, said 
that the two sides had agreed to 
organise rnntt»-rc related to bus 
terminals, fares and other ser- 
vices connected with pass enge rs 


investors to Jordan’s tourists 
areas. 

The ministry has adopted the 
idea of linking foe Ma’in spa 
complex with neighbouring 
Mikawer and Deir villages in 
Madaba and the Dead Sea to the 
west through a network of roads 
to offer visitors the chance to tour 
these regions, Kabariti added. 

He said that initial agreement 
was readied with foe Ministry of 
Public Works to open agricultural 
roads as a first step finking all 
these regions in the course of 
boosting tourism and helping loc- 
al farmers transport their produce 
to markets. 

Kabariti said the Ministry of 
Tourism bad reached an under- 
standing with the local company 
operating the Ma’in spa complex 
to allocate part of its revenues as 
grants to foe municipal council of 
Ma’in and the village councils of 
Mikawer and Deir to help them 
improve their services. The com- 
pany has also tentatively agreed 



Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 

to purchase 70 per cent of its food 
needs from foe Madaba district 
and to give priority in employ- 
ment to citizens from foe Madaba 
area. Kabariti said. 

The municipality of Ma'in and 
the local museum were visited by 
Kabariti, who was accompanied 
on the tour by ministry officials 
and Dr. Gbazi Bisheh. director- 
general of the Department of 
Antiquities. 


China announces preparation 
for September Asian Games 


AMMAN (Petra) — Members of 
a visiting Chinese Olympic Com- 
mittee have reported that an adv- 
anced Olympic village was bnOt 
in preparation for foe Asian 
Games, which will be held is 
r*hfna in September. 

In a press conference they held 
Wednesday at the Jordanian 
Olympic Committee buMng in 
Amman, the delegation members 


said China would do its best to 
make the games successful. 

The Chinese delegation arrived 
in Amman Tuesday and held 
talks with a number of officials 
dealing with bilateral youth and 
sporting relations as well as Jor- 
dan’s participation in the Asian 
Games. The Kingdom has 
already confirmed its participa- 
tion in foe games. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
dm daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time add place with the concerned institutions . 


* An exhibition entitled “They chose 30 poets” at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


☆ A feature film eatftlcd “It Came Upon Midnight Ckar” at the 
American Centre — 7:00 pan. 

☆ A Soviet film entitled “Tbe Risk” at foe Soviet Cultural Centre 

— 6:00 pjn* 
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U.S. must blame 
Shamir 


NOW that the projected meeting between the foreign 
ministers of Egypt and Israel with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker has been effectively put on the back burner as 
has long been anticipated, Israel’s Prime Ministar Yitzhak 
Shank is shedding crocodile tears over this development. 
Nothing suits more the desists of Shamir and afl the enemies 
of peace that walk behind him than to see the eutfoe peace 
process in the Middle East derailed for the npteenth time. It 
is common knowledge that Shamir is determined to procras- 
tinate over the hard decisions that have to be taken in order 
for the peace process to have a chance, and is comforted 
whenever an initiative or proposal to get him on Miking 
terms with the Palestinians gets bogged down. 

There is no doubt that this time around. Baker’s 
five-point plan was nipped in the bod by Shamir right from 
tire word go. Bis refusal to entertain a role for the FLO was 
his prescription to deal a death blow to file whole idea and 
he knew this all along. Once again Shamir and like-minded 
Israelis have become the real villains in getting the peace 
process to a dead end and now is tire time to speak out more 
openly about wbere the responsibility lies for this unfortrm- 
ate state of affairs in tire Middle East. Since all the fingers 
are pointed in the direction of Shamir and the hardrliners in 
Israel as the real culprits for strangulating the only peace 
proposal on the negotiating table, Washington is duty- 
bound to spell out this fact for tire entire world to hear. 
There are no more le g itima te or reasonable excuses left to 
the U.S. to hush up the direct responsibility of Israel for 
killing off yet another sincere eflprt to get the Israelis and 
Pales tinians around tire negotiating table, and is invited to 
reveal the gufity party. It serves po usefol purpose to keep 
'Israel unexposed and unidentified as the principal obstacle 
to peace in the Middle East. It isjmly through naming the 
, guilty party at point blank would the Israeli people begin to 
reconsider their views and options, while the international 
community cr y stallises its final judgement in no unce r tain 
terms about bow to proceed henceforth and bow to deal wttb 
Tel Aviv. 

The remaining question is where the parties to the 
Middle East conflict can go frnm here, now that there are no 
more peace initiatives still living and kicking. A more 
determined effort hy the international community to break 
the IszndK ice about tire indespeasable role of tire PLO in any 
meaningful negotiations to resolve once and for afl the 
Palestinian case Is the best that it can perform at this stage. 
Now that there are cracks in the Israeli wall against 
accepting the FIX) as tire principal party in any responsible 
negotiations leading to peace and harmony between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis, it should not be too difficult to 
widen these cracks mid make the Israeli wall of defiance 
tumble as the Berlin Wall has done in 1989. 
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By Nicholas Phytinaa 

Reuter 

VIENNA — Veterans of the 
street protests that smashed die 
Communist hold on power m 
Eastern Europe are watching 
their new leaders like hawks, 
fearful that prize of democracy 
will be snatched from under their 
noses. 

With the first free elections in 
four decades just months away, 
the votes of die East Bloc's 
reawakened masses are up for 


By David Storey 
Renter 

VIENNA — The collapse of 
Communist rule in Eastern 
Europe is stirri^ hopes and fears 
in Austria, which for nearly 40 
years has seen itself as a neutral 
bridge between East and West 

The hope for new economic 
and cultural opportunities as the 
artificial postwar barriers dissolve 
is tempered by fears among Au- 
strians of an unmanageable infiux 
from the Eastern neighbours. 

The government is also 
weighing how die reshaping of 
die continent' s economic map 
wffl affect its own top foreign 
policy objective — steering Au- 
stria into the European Com- 
munity. 

Chancellor Franz Vranitzky re- 
flected die optimistic school of 
thought in an ebullient New Year 
message to his 7-5 million coun- 
trymen. 

“In one stroke, the expression 
‘country in die heart of europe’ 
does not just have a geographic 
sense but gains a political, econo- 
mic and cultural dimension,” be 
declared. 

But he rejected the idea that 
Austria might be some form of 
political hermaphrodite. 

“It is often said Austria lies 
politically between East and 
west. That is false. In a political 
sense Austria belongs to the 
West," he said. Economically it 
does too, with trade dominated 
by exchanges with West Ger- 
many. 
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But many former dissidents say 
the C ommun i s ts, in die guise of 
reformers, are trying to ding to 
power by sabotaging the demo- 
cratic process. 

“The people axe unhappy. Ev- 
ery days workers come to see me 
and say *why (fid you cany out 
the revolution- Can't you see that 
the same old people are still in 
power,”* veteran Romanian dissi- 
dent Doina Cornea said in the 
town of Quj. 

“We are angry because the old 
Communists are still in power but 
they are nang a different name. 
Nothing Ha* changed,” said a 
21-year-oki Bucharest student. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev let the genie of people’s 
power out of the battle with his 
gjawmq st and perestroika reforms. 

Bloodily m Romania, peaceful- 
ly, dsehwere, his East Bloc Com- 
munist allies have been forced to 
relax their grip on power, leaving 
the Soviet Union the only War- 
saw Pact country that has not 
abandoned or promised to aban- 
don old style, one-party rule. 

While Gorbachev treads a deli- 
cate path between the demands 
of the Soviet Union’s increasingly 

re stiv e rarirmaKtfag and hardline 

Co mmuni sts, opposition activists 
elsewhere are giving notice that 
people’s power must mean just 
that. 

“Down with the Communists,” 
chanted 100,000 marchess Mon- 
day in Leipzig, where East Ger- 
many's reform movement began. 

The East German opposition, 


♦hgrr eyes fixed on free ejections 
in May, have threatened to return 
to the streets and call strikes if the 
Co m m unis ts do not give them 
more say. 

They accuse reform Cornnum- 
ists still in power of denying them 
the means of campaigning prop- 
erly and of spreading ferns of a 
neo-fascist revival to disguise a 
return of the bated Stasi security 
police, officially rfisbanded last 
month. 

In Romania, the students, one 
of the few groups that can mobil- 
ise nationally, have been the most 
vocal critics of the National 
Salvation Front, the provisional 
gove r nm ent since the December 
overthrow and execution of dicta- 
tor Nkolae Ceausescu. 

“We can repeat Timisoara, we 
can repeated Bucharest,” a stu- 
dent leader told a mass weekend 
rally, referring to the bloodiest 
actions of the Romanian revolu- 
tion. 

Several thousand students from 
all over the country, who packed 
a ball in Bucharest Polytechnic, 
cheered wildly when one of their 
leaders said no former Commun- 
ists should be in power after free 
elections planned for April. 

In Hungary, the opposition ac- 
cuses the reform Communists in 
power there ‘of bugging and 
snooping on non-Commomsts 
ahead of free elections planned 
for March. 

“I * 111111 : we cannot trust the 
present go v ernm ent,” said Laszto 
Sever, leader of the o p pos i t i on 
youth group Fidesz. 

In Bulgaria, the reform Com- 
munist government and the 
opposition leaders are united 
over die needs to restore the ' 
rights of the country's M uslim 
minority. 

But the opposition accuses 
Comm un ist hardliners of fanning 
rationalist unrest over the issue, 
which revives bitter memories of 
500 years of Ottoman rule, to 
hang onto power. 

“The anti-re fo rmists are trying 
to fight their last battle over the 
ethnic issue,” said Zhefio Zhelev, 



president of the opposition 
, umbrella Union of Democratic 
Forces. 

The Gorbachev gamble is that 
the Communist parties of Eastern 
Europe have the organisation and 
popular support needed to bold 
their own against an opposition 
that has barely had time to collect 
its thoughts. 

In Poland, where the Solidarity 
trade union spearheaded the 
drive towards democracy, this did 
not work. 

Poles ended 45 years of Com- 


munist rale last September when 
Solidarity Prime Minister 
Tadeusz Mazowiedd took power 
following largely free general 
elections. 

In Romania and Czechoslova- 
kia, fr is too late for the Commun- 
ists with a legacy of bitterness 
equating their rule with repres- 
sive Stalinism. 

But dsehwere, a new breed of 
East European 'Communists are 
working hard to break their links 
with the past and portray them- 


selves as forward-looking demo- 
cratic socialists. 

In Hungary, perhaps the most 
re formi st of the old East Bloc 
Communist economies, reform 
C ommunis ts now belong to the 
Hungarian Socialist Party. 

Bulgarian C mniwwnutS j who 
sacked hardliner Todor Zhivkov 
in November, have relaxed state 
controls, promised eledonsand 
an end to 'their monopoly on 
power. 

East Germany's Communist 


Prime Minister Hans Modroar 
says hew laws will ghne everyone 
an equal election chance. : 

But in Chechoslovakia* wbete _ 
former dissident playwright 'Vao- - 
lav Havel is now president, the 
pace of Qmnnumst change is - 
apparently not test enough. * 
Two teaefing Communist minis-: 
tens there have taken matters into 
their, own hands, quitting the party 
and leaving it m a dear minority 
in due interim coalition running 
-the country until free elections 
promised by June. 


Austria seeks its place as East 
Bloc Co mmunis m dissolves 


White Viemra and the Czechos- 
lovak aty of Bratislava were once 
finkedby atramline, the Austrian 
capital has become effectively the 
terminus of West European rail 
and road tints. 

Austria is die only country 
from which Red Army troops 
actually withdrew after World 
War H and, unlike neighbours 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia, it has maintained its 
multi-party democracy, free press 
and largely private economy . 

Last year the government ap- 
plied to join the European Com- 
munity, which it considers vital if 
it is not to be shut out of the 
simte EC market after 1992. 

But, reflecting a fine in the 
national anthem that the country 
is “like a strong heart at the 
.centre erf the region,*’ it has taken 
its pivotal role seriously. 

Austria is the site for several 
East-West security conferences, a 
United Nations headquarters and 
other institutes and it is arranging 
a world exhibition in 1995 jointly 
with Hungary. 

Peter Michael lingcns, pub- 
lisher of the Wochenpresse week- 
ly magazine, spoke of a potential 
for Viennese culture to recapture 
die glories of the Austro-Hunga- 
xian empire, when it drew inspira- 
tion from Prague and Budapest. 

The end of Communist control 
and opening up of borders across 
the region “offer us the greatest 
opportunities since the collapse 
of the monarchy (in 1918),” he 
said. 


may imagine, we could, again 
become the centre of a great 
world empire but because Austria 
could re-emerge as a cultural 
power in the world,” once again 
drawing on its diverse roots 
across the region. 

While political commentators 
waxed lyrical about the chances 
for the Alpine state, the response 
within the overwhelmingly 
bourgeois society, which has 
grown rich whOe the Communist 
neighbours languished, has been 
ambivalent. 

As tens to thousands of 
Czechs, Slovaks, Hungarians, 
Poles and East Germans took 
advantage of new freedoms to 
take a peek inside the well-stock- 
ed stores of Vienna’s consumer 
society, many in the capital be- 
came defensive and possessive. 

An opinion poll showed that 63 
per cent of Viennese found the 
peaceful invasion across die dis- 
mantled iron curtain unwelcome 
and only 22 per cent said they felt 
good about it 

Warmhearted gestures to offer 
free transport and theatre tickets 
to the obviously badly-off East- 
ern visitors drew angry protests 
from some Viennese who com- 
plained of discrimination. 

“It is well known that we don’t 
exactly have a great sensitivity for 
historic moments,” said public 
opinion researcher Rudolf Brets- 
dmeider. 

Although the Vienna tele- 
phone directory is dominated by 
non-German names and man y of 
the city's 1JS million people are 
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themselves refugees from Com- 
munist countries, resentment to- 
wards foreigners from tbe East is 
always near the surface. 

A Polish woman in her 30s who 
has lived in Vienna for more than 
four yeaxs was told sharply by a 
native Viennese during a row 
over a disputed parking place: 
“Go back to your homeland.” 

A special cabinet session on the 
anti-Communist revolution 
across Austria’s northern, south-' 
era and eastern borders, con- 
firmed the country should retain 


its role as a tr ansi t and asylum 
country but tighten its checks on 
illegal workers. 

Many politicians, including 
Vranitzky, feel Austria, with its 
stability and economic success, 
could betaken as a model by the 
East Bloc states as they rebuild 
their economies. 

“We too had to start from 
nothing (after World War II), 
and today we receive general 
recognition and respect for our 
neutrality, our political freedom, 
our economic success and our 


Social Security system,” tbe 
chancellor said. 

Other commentators, like 
veteran conservative politician 
Erhard Busek who lnw long culti- 
vated Central European finks, 
toileted an element of caution. L 

Alth ough Busek saw an oppor- 
tunity for Austria to assert itself 
as a key player in the heart of 
Europe, he warned of tire dang er 
*rf tiie German-speaking country 
being viewed as “a third German 
state or an historic part of die 
German nation. 
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Focus on people 


‘Kiss me — I’m Arabrian’ 


By Martini M. Sbahia 


■ .• it: 7 s . * : i* 

areapottcd by bncttaokficrs, tiKse yorths p^f miaages to the comnninity ftwn leaders oT tbe 

The writing is on the wail 


By FUSpt Nam 

RAMALLAH — One trick yon 
Irani on in ordinary day sped in 
atownEfceRxmeflahi&ibeoccu- 
pied West Bask is how to torn a 
busy shopping sheet into a war 
zone in under four mfoufes; mot 
whistle. 

Perhaps it was nor such in 
ordinary day; for one dung, the 
shops were open. After long days 
of curfew imposed by the Israeli 
army that had killed all activity, 
famififs wen scurr y in g to gather 
enough staple* to face die next 
three or four days of curfew when 
they would have to remain locked 
■ in their home* an day nod night. 
So people bustled about in the 
main street of RamaUah. 

Suddenly, a group of youths 
gathered at the carter of the high 
street and started to whisrie. Like 
a strange domino-effect, metal 
shutters slammed dorm one after 
the other. Within two minutes the 
street was d eserte d. Siren* sound- 
ed and seconds later, the street 
was full of ndfitaiy jeeps, sobfiero 
pounced, sweeping die air with 
their twarftmw guns. But there 
was nothing or no-one to shoot 
ai. 

The troops went away, tmt the 
stores did not re-open. It was a 
short day for sbopkeepefo who 
have lost heavilyl&r^ tWo yeaSaT 
of Palestinian rebellion- Lucky if 
they can seS their wares a few 
mornings here and there. But 
n then any notion of normality is an 
illusion in die occupied territor- 
ies: Workers don’t work, students 
don’t study, children don't go to 
school, people can't , go oat or 
visit each other, dviEsed society 
as it exists in other parts of die 
world is agonis i ng . 

Two years of intifada with its 
demonstrations, killing of teena- 
gers and children by die Israeli 
army, curfews, arbitrary arrests, 
restrictions of movement and 
school closures have destroyed 
the social fabric to the point that 
the breakdown of law and order 
is almost toed. For want of any 
competent authority, people are 
ro » fr m g their own rules and tak- 
ing the law into their own hands. 

Israeli Defence Munster Yit- 
zhak Rabin estimates that about 
40,000 Palestinians have been 
arrested since the imifadabegan, 
many of them inane than once. 
And according to United Nations 
^figures 37,000 have beenwoond- 
ed. West Bank schools reopened 
last summer after nearly 18 
months of closure, bat they were 
ordered to .dose again recently 
for two months. 

Besides dw deaths of dnUbren 
in the streets, erne of the most 
flagrant signs of the disease eat- 
ing into the social body is the 
increasing number of executions 
— ■ or murder, depending on 
which side you are on — of 
Palestinians accused of collabor- 
ating with the Israeli occupying 
forces. Twenty years of occupa- 
tion have produced a su b sta nti al 
crop of people who in some way 
work or have worked with the 
Israelis for personal gain, but it 
seems that recr ui t m ent has in- 
creased dramatically since the be» 
ghnring 'of *he uprising. 

Said 40-year-oid Anita VitsBo 
■Who has lived in the occupied 
territories for over ID y eats "Be- 
fore die intifada, the authorities 
used a limited group of coilabor- 
. ators hot <tid not rely on them for 
high intelligence; they used them 
mainly for tad fraud. It was not a 
well developed network, they 
usually chore the marginal do* 
meats in society who had already 
been singled out by toe commun- 
ity as fluid generation collabor- 
ators from families who had 
worked before , with the Turks 
and the British.” 

American-born Vitullo ismar- 
tied to Palestinian jouraalisrSon? 
m’an Khomy, a- correspondent 
for die fote r q a tieral news agency 
^Agenco France Pteae who is 
^curraaly fojafl. She has worked 
- on human rights issues aod is also 
a writer who has studied the 
questioned coDabpntore closely. 
Things havechanged a great deal 


since (the b egi nning of the upris- 
ing m) December 1987, she cx- 
pbfos: "Now we’re seeing a much 
breeder sweep — mas* recant- 
ing; it is quantity rather than 
qdahzy that the (Israeli) author- 
ities are after." - 

CoOabaraton reportedly oper- 
ate in every neighbourhood, vil- 
lage or refugee camp, forming 
what aeons to be an effective 
network fo g* has spread and mis- 
Lragt thr o ug hout tte communities 
of tie occupied territories where 

uaans live. 

Adds VituSo; "There are diffe- 
rent levels of collaborator activi- 
ties. At the higfrrw level are 
people who are actually armed by 
the bnefi authorities and who 
use their weapons. We estimate 
that they number several hun- 
dred: there's one in every village, 
and probably 10 in every town. 
There are cases when a patrol of 
Israeli sokficr* will be accompa- 
nied by the local collaborator to 
show where houses are that they 
want to destroy or to point out 
youths they want to arrest” 

Arming collaborators is a re- 
cent development. They in torn 
soi ro und themselves with body 
guards who also carry weapons, 
effectively constituting a small 
ntifitia. ‘There is very active par- 
ti(ifo9j£QQ.fo miStia activities on 
tire part of the bforii author- 
ities,**. Vitullo said... 

of receiving w eapon s , 
another sort of ooBabontois are 
given commmucation devices, 
usually 2-way radios* sire said. 
"That way , they can report on the 
where ab outs of wanted youths, 
on activities, when and where 
demonstrations are grata to start, 
so that' the braefi saldrexs can 
move in immediately.*’ Tins 
seems to be most widespread in 
tire Gaza Strip. - 

hi return tor their services, 
collaborators are given different 
advantages. "There are several 
systems. Some people ire given 
land, others local power, Le. tire 
power to issue permits and li- 
cences as they please. Others are 
given drugs, or even sexual 
ntvoms,” Vitnflo said. 

An unexpected development is 
dud Palestinians are shunting the 
traditional networks of traffickers 
deafing in arnte or drugs because 
it is said that rather they have sold 
oat to tire mffitary authorities 
wfakh co ntrol ti re routes for these 
two commodities into tire terri- 
tories, or- they are in such a 
c om p ro m i sing position that they 


can easily be blackmailed into 
collaborating. 

Methods of recruiting collabor- 
ators vary widely, Vitullo said. 
"There is a known case, in which 
a high school teacher who was a 
suspected collaborator invited 
young students to his house. They 
were very young and be would 
hire them into very compromising 
■twlians and then used photo- 
graphs or video tapes to black- 
mail them into reporting on fel- 
low students and any activities in 
the school ” . 

"Also, we are seeing very 
young children, from the ages of 
8 or 9 to 23 befog beaten just for 
inrimidarion. It is a primitive 
method of recruiting, but it is 
widely used to scare them into 
reporting on the activities of 
other kids in the schools or neigh- 
bourhoods.” 

An age-old method is to riant 
informers among prisoners. Has- 
san, who asked that his hot name 
not be used, said he had plenty of 
time to see how the system works 
in Israeli prisons. He agreed to an 
interview tire day after he was 
released from jail, after 45 days in 
detention. At 27, he has been in 
ami out since he was a young 
teenager, although °° charges 
have been filed against him. 

"Fast of ajD, the Israeli militaty 
guile often uses collaborators as 
interrogators. They also mix- 
them with prisoners and some are 
actually given prison sentences— 
up to fife — to make them more 
believable, M he explained. ‘If 
they can't get information oat of 
you after inter ro g a tion, beating 
or torture, they can throw you 
into a whole room full of col- 
laborators. After 45 days of inter- 
rogation, a prisoner thinks at last 
he is among his own people. 
TheyTl ask him what political 
group be belongs to and pretend 
to be friends. You have tobe very 
careful about what you say to 
whom in prison these days.” 

Military statistics show that ab- 
out 170 Palestinians accused of 
collaborating have been killed 
during the past two yean, with a 
sharp increase in recent months. 
Israelis point to the savagery of 
tire killings, while Palestinians list 
their long list of “martyrs” — 
more titan 700 killed by Israeli 
troops since the begfomng of the 
intifada. Among the Palestinians 
killed because of collaborators, 
people often cite the case of 
Yasser Abdul Ghosh, who at 17 
was known as the "dynamo” or 
“hero” of RamaUah. "One day 


be was followed by the Shin Bet 
(secret service) who were in civi- 
haq clothes,” a local school 
teacboT recalled. “They shot him 
in tire neck and wouldn't let the 
nearby doctor to take care of 
him- They threw Hnm on the beck 
of a jeep mid drove through" the 
town with his head banging over 
the edge, leaving a trail of blood 
pouring down.'' 

The FIX) leadership has called 
for a stop to the killing of ori- 
taboraton and die Israelis have 
moved to protect the most prom- 
inent by allowing them to five in 
brad or In Jewish settlements. 
But the killings will probably go 
on increasing as people's despair 
mounts. 

According to Vitullo and other 
sources, many executions include 
due process for the accused: 
"Pal estinians have a very weD- 
worked-out system which oper- 
ates like an nndergrotmd people’s 
tribunal. If someone is suspected 
of criminal activities or active 
collaboration that b endangering 
the community, people who have 
some degree of leadership will 
issue him a warning — written, by 
telephone or by actually going to 
him. If they are in doubt, they 
wifi interrogate him. He is given 
the rfranflg fO hinw i^f, 

repent and turn in his arms if he’s 
been armed by die authorities.. 
They would only decide to ex- 
ecute him in extreme cases.” 

But given the breakdown of 
legal structures after the Israeli 
troops moved in, and the frag- 
mentation of what was once a 
dose-knit society, there is plenty 
of room for thugs to wage their 
own dirty wars, taking advantage 
of the chaos to act out family 
feuds and settle accounts. 

Groups of youths have set 
themselves up as would-be law- 
enforcers. They roam the streets 
calling themselves the Black 
Panther or Red Eagle, carrying 
out executions of collaborators 
and others, and scaring people 
into obedfcnce. FLO leader Yasr 
ser Arafat has repeatedly called 
for the efisbanding of such groups 
with little e ff ec t . 

Palestinians have had bad press 
for s up port in g, or at least not 
(xmdemning the killing of col- 
laborators, but said Vitullo: “I 
have never, ever heard one Israeli, 
somebody in authority hke a 
member of the Knesset (Israeli 
Parliament), c on d emn tire kfllfog 
of a Palestinian child” — Wood 
News Link. 


SON5 AND DAUGHTERS of first-generation immigrants to the 
United Sutes are often too busy being, "real Americans, " flaying 
football, cbeerleatHng at school . making honours lists in college 
and successful in the professional world. Rarely arc they t known to 
take then privileges as American dozens to ibe political arena. 
Ethnic politics, as many call it, is a phenomena which bus group 
throughout the U.S. in the 1980s and is bound to grow ; further in 
the 1990s. Whether Hispanic. African, Italian, Creek or Anb- 
' American, ethnic politics is no longer considered strange or 
anti-American , it has become the trend in a new America that is 
becoming mote multicultural and multi-racial titan ever before. 

Jesse Jackson's “Rainbow Coalition, ’’ w inch has united Afri- 
can, Hispanic and Arab- Americans, is one craze pic of an 
organised political-ethnic coalition in the U.S. today. 

AxatbAmericans have been well-adjusted, well-adapted, integ- 
rating , industrious, law abiding and tax-paying citieens for the 
past 100 years. One thing they have not -been, however, is 
politically active. In fact, many argue that Arab- Americans have 
been precisely the opposite of that. Fearing retributions and 
intimidations, they have remained mute in Amelia's political 
arena — possibly for too long. While ethnic minorities were 
holding fund-raisers and sporting T-shirts s itch as ‘"Kiss me — > Fm 
Armenian,'’ many Arab- Americans seemed almost to bide their 
origins or at best “not make an issue Of bring an Anti- 
American." But as the song says "the times arc — a — changing," 
and one Arab-American who broke the monot onous inactivity 
James Zogby , was in Amman on a private \isit tsartier this week 
and agreed to speak to Focus on People about the political 
developments among Arab- Americans. 

At 43, James Zogby, the son of immigra nr parents from 
Kaserwan in Mount Lebanon, is one of a grt rwing number of 
" outstanding ” Arab- Americans who may be i n the process of 
changing the face of America.” 

While America, since its creation, did sport the face of Miss 
Liberty , it did not always do what it preached. In fact, for many 
minority groups, who were as loyal to the Aron ican Constitution, 
if not more so than other Americans, equal p ay for equal work 
was as much liberty as they ever saw. While tl i at might be modi 
jtnore than what most countries can hope to 1 1 flier their cftzzeas, 
America is different. 

America has, by its own definition, become a society to which 
much of the world looked up to as tbe laud < if the free ami the 
brave. Only free and brave are the winners. Tl le partial success of 
civil rights activist Martin Luther King made him brave and some 
of bis people, at hast, bee of their social and psychological 
bondage. As a martyr, he became an American hero, a symbol of 
American freedom to tbe world, because he fought and won. 
Those Americans who marched fora US. p ulkxtt from Vi etnam 
were called traitors, tbe maimed soldiers who followed orders to 
fight the Vietnamese, to save them horn t bemsehvs, were spat 
upon once they returned to America. They weren't winners ! 
Enough of America bashing. Tbe point is i nade. Soviet us look 
at a new beginning. 

ITKF. most other children of immigranis, J Zogby was never 
overly concerned about his parental origins, or that they could 
make him stand out in any way from tire rest of “the kids in the 
class,” and therefore it was not until ti “disturbing" incident 
occurred that he became aware of any discrimination from his 
peers. 

“When 1 was in college in the 19150s.” he recalls. “I became 
very involved in the anti-war movement and the civil rights 
movement. Many of my classmates were involved as well. In 
1967, I was active in a p rog ram me trailed the ‘brothers project. ’ 
Wounded Vietnamese children were brought to the U.S. to 
receive medical attention and we, tbe activists, would help take 
care of than.” 

He also recalls the June 1967 war, in the the Middle East. “The 
war was. covered in a very biased manner by tire American media. 
Many of my fellow anti-war dviljiigliitj, activists who had protested 
violently against tire napahnmg of Vie tnamese children cheered in 
toy about the napalnring of Arab 'children in Palestine. They 
cheered for the “victor,” Israel. Tc> say the least, I was numb. 
One of my fellow activists who wns also a member of the Jewish 
Defence League, looked at me arid said: ’You Arab dog.’ There 
was no reason for him to say that. I had not even talked about my 
Arab origins and bad still not been aMe to comment on the events 
of June ’67, 1 was too numb. B.ufc when he said that I lost my 
numbness I got Mad,” Zogby remembers. 

In 1971 Zogby and Iris frish-Aj-nerican wife went to Lebanon. 
The immediate reason for the visit was to gather information for 
his dissertation. “My wife read George Antonins’ book The Arab 
Awakening' before we left. While we were in Lebanon we saw so 
much and talked to so many peo ple. We visited a lot of camps. On 
tbe way back my wife looked m me and said, ‘James, you know 
we will never be tbe same again after this.” It was true,” says 
Zogby. 

Zogby obtained a doctorate in co mpara tive religion and a 
doctoral fellowship from Princeton University. In the late 1970s 
he founded the Palestine Human Rights Campaign. In 1980, he 
co-fonnded the Arab-Amervaji Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) with fellow Arab- Acre irican James Abu Rizk. In 1982, be 
organised the “Save Lebanon, "campaign. In 1985 be founded the 
Arab American Institute f v AAI). 

The Washington, D.C.-foatied AAI serves a grass-root consti- 
tuency of 2^ imllkm Arab -Anrericam. The main beneficiaries are 
urban merchants and gro>sexs, “We got our people in touch with 
The American system.’ We got than in touch with aldermen, 
made them understand fchat they didn't have to bribe anyone to 
get a permit Everyone thinks when Arab- Americans become 
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politically active, they lire all going to sit there and talk about the 
U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East. That's not true. 
Arab-Axsericans have been around for over HV) yea:* und !h,‘v 
have the same problen ts as all other Americans ■ - schools, '.axes, 
plumbing, urban housing — that should be j ’ M»d.” Zogby 
points out. 

Zogby *s attempt u i move tbe “Arab- A me:.. : . 3 enda" into 
the country's political mainstream has been -i uphill battle. 

One of the most recent examples of oi^ai.t.inanoa against 
Arab- Americans by 'U.S. politicians came in 1988. The case (rf the 
“Dinkins campaign” became a central turning point in the 
awareness of many Arab- Americans. “We were told bluntly that 
Arab- Americans need not apply. It was as simple as that. David 
Dinkins, who is our fellow member in the Rainbow Coalition, felt 
it would be disadvai nageous for his campaign if it was known that 
Arab Americans a npported him. To say the least, we were 
furious. Besides bang an insult to us, it was an insult to the Jews 
as well, and I told I hem that,*' Zogby recalls. It is known chat on 
several occasions l J.S. candidates, running for a variety of public 
offices, have sent back campaign contributions that came from 
Arab- Americans. 

“We kicked up a big fuss over tbe Dinkins affair. Our people 
are like all other Americans and we refuse to accept discrimina- 
tion on any EeveJ.. Jewish organisations in the U.S.. as far as I 
know, have noth fog to do with what's going on. The candidates 
fear the ’wrath of the Jewish voter,' should the candidate seem 
’pro-Arab’ oir so, say the candidates.” 

As far as U .S. -Middle East relations are concerned, “you know 
if there are oth er ways to skin that cat... I would love to see a 
creative apprc>a ch coming from the U.S. government that would 
make a stable Middle East peace between Palestinians and 
Israelis so we ca n get on to other business," Zogby says. He refers 
to the Baker pte n as “more of the same in the Kissfogerian mold." 

Success is re lative and Zogby admits that Arabs in America 
have a long w ay to go, “before we get 'there.' " 

Some succesi «s have already been made. "In 19SS. there were 
55 Arab-Amer ican delegates to the Democratic convention in 
Atlanta. Amos ig other things our rallying on the convention floor 
resulted in lb e adoption of 10 state convention amendments 
calling for PaJ .estinian statehood,” Zogby points out. 

He points c tut that many Arab- Americans have high ranking 
public positia ns.'” Over two dnw»n Arab- Americans are legisla- 
tors; 24 are i nayors; 30 are judges and two are senators." 

“We care a ibout our own welfare in America, and yes, we do 
care about 1 1. S. -.Arab relations. That is only natural." Zogby 
asserts. 

“1 was pier ised with the way the American media were covering 
the intifada. Although coverage has become less frequent, when it 
is covered it is covered frurly. Americans now know that 
Pal estinian c :bildren are threatening the mightiest military power 
in the Middl e East. Other than the Israeli lobby and the far right 
Evangelic:]! Christians, Israel hardly has any fens in the U.S. 
anymore. P eople are becoming more aware of what it means to 
have three: t rifiion plus of American tax dollars going to IsraeL It 
means U.S. tax dollars are subsidising the occupation. South 
Lebanon In is been annexed by Israel for all practical purposes,” 
Zogby points out. 

Zogby is getting involved in another committee. This time it's a 
committee: on common security. “We are going to try to make a 
transfer fr om a war-based or defence-based economy to a welfare 
or common consumption-based economy. The whole military 
economy Igrew out of the Marshal plan. But the world has 
.changed. J Jo we hope to do away with weapons and military 
economies; and attach more responsibility to the tax dollar.” he 
declared. 

As a new generation of Arab- Americans grows up in the 
political ar ena their forefather’s never knew, Zogby hopes they 
vrill be abb e to contribute more to their respective communities, 
freedom fo i America and understanding between Americans and 
Arabs. ' 

“When • I started we had no organisation, no infrastructure. We 
gave our f ads the ADC, the AAUG and the AAI. Now let them 
fight and- let them win. I know they will," Zogby says with 
confidenc e. 


Announcement from the 
G o’ vernment Tenders Directorate 
Tender No. 70/89/central 
Expansion of Zarqa sewage 
pumping station ' 

Furttu 3r to the announcement published on 07/11/1989 
and ( 39/11/1989 in the local newspaper concerning the 
abovi smentioned tender. 

The i new dale set for bid opening at the Government 
Tend ers Directorate is now at 13:30 on Wednesday, 
Marc .h 14th, 1990 instead of Januaiy 13th, 1990. 

Addt aidum No. (2) clarifying all questionnaires submitted 
to ti ie Water Authority and the Government Tenders 
Dire ctoraie will be issued soonest possible. 

Enf j. Salem Qudah 

Ch airman of the Central Tenders Committee 
Ge -neral Director/Govemment Tenders Dlrecto- 
rat .e 
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OPEC oil production surges 
to highest level siinee 1 981 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — OCI production by 
OPEG nations surged to an average of 23.7 minion 
barrels a day in tbe final quarter of 11989, the highest 
level since early 1981, according to estimates re- 
leased Tuesday. 


The International Energy 
Agency (DBA) said in its monthly 
oil market report that the 13 
nations of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
( r EC) increased output by ab- 
out 100,000 barrels a day in De- 
cember to hit 23.9 million bands 
a day, the highest all year. 

Tbe strong level, led by Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates, topped the 

group’s self-imposed production 
ceflinig of 20.5 milli on barrels a 
day in the October-December 
period. 

It also was above the new limit 
of 22 uriffion barrels a day which 
OPEC oil minis ters recently set 
for the first half of this year. Tbe 
officials will meet again in March 
to take a look at market condi- 
tions then. 

OPEC’s supply to the market 
in the last three months of 1989 


was the bights* since it produced 
24.8 million bands a day in die 
first quarter jerf 1981. 

The prodniang nations have 
been able to- widen their taps 
without sending prices tu m b lin g 
because of l stronger-than -ex- 
pected demand among consum- 
ing natio ns ah d accidents in pro- 
ducing region, s, which has re- 
duced supply ‘from those areas. 

Indeed, pinches have soared in 
recent weeks Jfiibove die group’s 
target of $18 a|bazxel. The aver- 
age price for a basket of seven 
enures monitored by OPEC 
readied $20.46 a barrel last week. 

West Texas Intermediate, the 
benchmark Ameiraan erdne, has 
been runni n g in itfaie range of $21 
to $23 a barrel, • although it has 
come down some in recent days. 

Nick Aiitill, an analyst at 
County Natwest i m London, pre- 
dicted lower price s ahead because 
of warmer weath* sr in the United 


States an^d excess 1 supply of 
OPEC cfl. « 

The ener^a^cn^ reportesb- 

would ran &\ fitde me we than21 
miiHon barrel's a day in die first 
half of this year. 

Private analysts expect OPEC 
to reduce production in January 
but not enough to bring it in line 
with the new\ supply cap of 22 
mflfinw barrels a day.- 

AntiTI predicted output would 
be not mudi lander j 23 million 
barrels a day Oris month. Lucy 
Muffins, an analyst at the Lon- 
don-based Barclays De Zoete 
Wedd, also looked for] production 
to run around that level. 

Antill said tire', gromp’s supply 
was likely to staylstrong because 
of tbe attractiveness of higher 
prices to die proaudng nattons. 

Moreover, he sard, iJt appeared 
Saudi Arabia, tbe group's biggest 
producer, was determined ' to 
ffumitain jts qom^cr share of 
OPEC’s total prodnictton. To do 
that, the kingdom would have to 


increase Its onQiat if other conn- 

tries did. 

The energy agency report esti- 
mated that Saudi Arabia pro- 
duced 5.6' million barre l a day in 
December. Its output quota was 
about five million barrefe a day in 
the last quarter of the year. 

Saudi Arabia’s oil minister, 
Hisham Nazer, was quoted re- 
cently by OPECNA News Agen- 
cy as saying tbe country was 
producing 5.4 miffion barrels a 


day, right at its limit for the first 
half of die year. 

-The report estimated Kuwait 
and foe United Arab Emirates 
produced at about double their 
quotas in December. 

The production agreement 
arranged for the Jannazy-Jane 
period set Kuwait’s quota at L 5 
miiH on barrels a day, sharply up 
from 1.1 mil Bon barrels late last 
year. Kuwait got a bigger share of 
OPEC’s production pte in an 
effort to curb its oveqaodoction. 

The United Arab Emirates’ 
quota remained the same. 


Jordan government 


Arab air team 
to discuss Europe 
challenge Saturday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The commer- 
cial committee of the Arab Air 
Carriers Organisation (AACO) 
will hold a meeting here Saturday 
to discuss die question of Euro- 
pean liberalisation of air trans- 
port policies following the remov- 
al of economic barriers amo 




countries by 1992. 

The committee will specifically 
look into the impact of such 
policies on the air transport in- 
dustry in the Arab countries and 
steps to be taken to deal with the 
new challenge for the Arab 
World.. 

Vice presidents of at least nine 
Arab airlines who are expected to 
take part in the meeting will hear* 
a lecture on this issue by David. 
Richardson, director of inter-gov- 
ernment affairs at British Airs 
ways on liberalisation policies, 
who will present a paper for 
discussion at die meeting. 

Civil aviation officials here said 
that the Saturday meeting is ex- 
pected to be a follow up to one 
held in Cairo in August of last 
year. They said that the meeting 


was called by the A tab transport 
ministers and die >kirab League 
secretariat as well as ; the Council 
of Aid) Economic l fixity to help 
chart a pan-Arab strategy vis-a- 
vis developments in i a ir transport 
policies in Europe. 

Representatives of national air- 




Lebanon, Libya, 1-he United 
Arab Emirates, Iraqi* Morocco, 
North Yemen and S;;pria are ex- 
pected to take part in the one-day 
meeting. 

The .meeting conn ss dose on 
the heels of anoth ter AACO 
greeting which was b< rid in Dubai 
with the participation of the nine 
\ Arab amines as we D as Royal 
^Jordanian (RJ), tfa e national 
f Jordanian airline. •, 

\ AACO Secretaire General Adh 
,Dajam said after the 1 mat session 
' Tuesday that a plat 3 to unify 
reservations with Ar ab airlines 
was discussed, and t he partici- 
pants set up a five me mber com- 
mittee to follow up dis annum an 
the plan and to negoti ate: with a 
specialised compu t er company to 
implement tire project . 



Comecom shifts focus 

SOFIA (R) — The Soviist-led Soviet Prime Minister N 
trading bloc Comecon agreed Ryzhkov, would get under i 


China hopes for new 
loans from World Bank;: 


BEIJING (AP) — A central hank 
official has said that Chi na hopes 
to soon be receiving Western 
bank loam suspended after last 
June’s military crackdown on 
pro-democracy demonstrators in 
Beijing. 

There has been contact with 
the World Bank and “both sides 
are actively studying the resump- 
tion of loans,” said Hong Yun- 
cheng, director of the governor's 
executive office in the People’s 
Bank of China. 

Hong said the West’s policy of 
withholding new loans will “gra- 
dually be reversed,” adding, “we 
hope the situation will be im- 
proved as soon as postible.” 

Hong acknowledged that the 
West's decision to cut off new 
credit to China after last s prin g's 
bloody ' suppression of dissent 
“did bring some problems in re- 
gard to our access to international 
(money) markets.” 


TheWorid Bank last y. ear held 
up seven new bans woi th $780 
million. China normally i receives 
about $2 biffion a year b i credit 
from the World Bank, m. airing it 
tile bank’s second largest 1 kbtow- 
er after India. 

World Bank President Barber 
Conable has indicated tha t loans 
to China wiD resume soo a. 

The United States alrea* dy baa 
begun to case political and < reono- 
ntic sanctions and Japan ak so .has 
said it hopes to wnpW»|»j m on 
schedule in April an 810 t nlLion 
yen ($5.7 trillion) loan pat kage 
for China's 1991-95 econ otnic 
plan. 

Hong also announced that p aul 
Volcker, former U-S. Fe< feral 
Reserve chairman, and Intc ai ra- 
tional Monetary Fund Dej pzity 
M a n a ging Director Richard Erb 
will attend a central h anking ( ;o*l- 
ference in Beijing next weel c. 


SOFIA (R) — The Soviet-led 
trading bloc Comecon agreed 
Wednesday to move towands a 
market-based system to replace 
four decades of rigid central p l&n- 
rang and baiter trade, ddegtih* 
said. !• » 

After a two-day session, prime 
ministers of the 10 Corned oro 
states decided to drift gradually 
towards trade based on coveEtib<te*. 
currency and world market pri- 
ces, they said. . ( 

A special commission set up t o 
draft changes to tire Comecoh 
statutes will make proposals 
next month and meet in Prague in 
mid-March to discuss them,\ 
Czechoslovak officials said. 

Comecon, which comprises die I 
seven Warsaw Pact natrons phis 
Cuba, Mongolia and Vietnam, 
has until now decreed who ex- 
ports what to whom and at what 
price. Its accounting has been 
done in “transferable roubles” 
which have no value outride the 
bloc. 

Bulgaria Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Georgi Piriaski told reporters 
the step-by-step move towards 
hard currency and world prices, 
first proposed last month by 


THE BETTER HALF, 


Soviet Prime Minister tfikcbJ' 
Ryzhkov, would get under way in 
1991. 

“The transition has to be gra- 
dual to take into account balance 
of payments shifts and other 
negative aspects... we are looking 
for a soft landing and sota hard 
landing ," he said. 

Ryzhkov told Soviet - and 
Bul garian journalists that Mos- 
cow had proposed a three-year 
transition penod, but Czechoslo- 
vakia had suggested five years, 
r e po r ters present said. 

It was not dear whether any 
c omp ro mi se had been reached. 

The Cbmecon council meeting 
was tire first since a tide of 
changes swept through Eastern 
Europe late last year, loosening 
the communist grid on power in 
the area and opening tire way for 
Western -style democracy and 
economics. 

“The political situation has 
U changed sharply and there is 
I Inroad unanimity among the 
European members that we have 
llo move towards a market-type 
integration,” Comecon executive 
committee chairman Andrei 
Lnkanov of Bulgaria said. 


By Harris 
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CBJ clears 
ambiguity 
on currency 
businesses 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Keys to some 
offices, which used to operate 
private exchange houses in Jor- 
dan, have now been returned to 
their owners wbo have settled 
their obligations and honoured 
their comrmlmca t s , accord in g to 
an announcement Wednesday by 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). 

The announcement said that 
tire owne r s of tbe exchange 
booses have voluntarily li- 
quidated theftbusmesscs with the 
approval of the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade so that they can 
tfopea under new names and for 
dif fere n t businesses other 
money changing. 

The axmoancemeiit said should 
tike owners resume; money 
changing businesses from their 
offices wndwr assumed wam^ 
they wonld be committing a viola- 
tion of the law and breaching the 
CBJ orders to done down tbe 
money changing offices. 

The gove rnm ent on Feb. 8, 
1989 revoked tire licences of ah 
non-bank firms and 

dosed down their offices after 
seizing theft books and records in 
a move against violations of reg- 
ulations and to put an end to their 
tampering with the national eco- 
nomy. 

Nonetheless, tire money chan- 
gers have been demanding a solu- 
tion to address their situation 
after the new government of 
Prime Minister Mndar Badran 
had to abrogate tire mar- 

tial law under which the closure 
order had been taken. 

In a memorandum submitted 
to the -Lower House of Parfis- 
mmt laid mon th ; the mQwyliinfc 
goes called on parliament to re- 
view the closure and the legality 
of tire order issued by the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Zeid 
RifaL The order froze the assets 
of most moneychangers pending 
investigations and auditing. 

The CBJ announcement 
Wednesday seemed to have been 
p ro m pted by reports in tire local 
press. that some former 
moneychangers have resumed in- 
cognito operations in tbe down- 
town areas of Amman. 

Wednesday’s announcement 
noted that tire CBJ was watching 
the situation closely in coopera- 
tion with the concerned author- 
ities and businesses trading with 
foreign exchange. 

It said that the CBJ was in the 
process of preparing a draft law 
designed to organise the 
moneydiangmg business in tbe 
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Turks foresee lira tumbling 
against dollar this year 

ANKARA (R) — The Thrirish per cent fall in 1988, did not occur . ably pull it below 60 per cent in 
hra is likely to tumble by about 25 under free market conditions. 1990,” Ekrem Onal headof Fais- 


ANKARA (R) — The Turkish 
lira is likely to tumWe by about 25 
percent against the dollar in 1990 
following a similar decline last 
year, Turkish bankers said 
Wednesday. 

They expected an end-1990 
rate of between 2,950 and 3,200 
lira to tire dollar, co mpar ed with 
2^04 at end-1989 and 1,815 at the 
start of last year. The rate 
Wednesday was 2315. 

“We expect a drop of about (25 


per cent fall in 1988, did not occur 
under free market conditions. 

“I think it was administered by 
the central bank due to inflation- 
ary concerns,” he said. 

The government last year freed 
bank deposit rates to hah a run on 
tbe Era and thus keep wiffawym 
down. A. government economist 
said he expected Ankara would 
puraue rimua r policies tins year. 

“There is no sign of an increase 

m exports. But if such a rise occurs 
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per cent) this year provided there the lira depreciation could (move* 
are no undesirable developments closer to) the inflation rate,” the 

On the Dolitiral nr wwi mmi p - bank nffinsl 


Should the government 
approve of the law, the 
amrooncement said, the CBJ 
would issue new lkenoes to cer- 
tain money changing establish- 
ments which had abided by laws 
and regulations. 


on .the political or economic 
fronts, such as a foreign trade or 
investment bottleneck,” a trea- 
sure at an Istanbul-based bank 
said.. 

A stale-run bank official xaid 
last year’s lira decline of 21.2 per 
cemt, relatively «nn>n after a 43.9 


bank official said. 

_ The State Planning Oxgamsar 
bon has forecast 54 per cent 
inflation this year after 68.8 per 
cent in 1989 said 75.2 per cent in 
1968. 

“Tht government is (keen to) 
lower inflation. They will prob- 


al Finance House in Istanbul, told M 
Renters. 



The lira rate is changed daily in ft* 
Cen tral bank- mn nag ^ L in 
which other banks give their bid/ if 
oner quotes for the dollar and the 
Deutschemaxk. Most banks nsea H 
doflaifrnark basket to compute i? 
quotes. 

_ . ■ • ft n 

loe central bank' can -force ,5 
banks to change rates thrcri^i ‘ 3[ 
frequent buying or seifing during W 
the sessions, bankers sauL 
They, e x pe ct ed the lira V drop ijj 
against the mark this year to be 
shnilar to 1989’s 253 per cent ‘Vfi 
drop. "Dre mark opened 1990 
1354 lira after 1,022 in January >£,' 
1989 and 644 a year earlier. W 
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ADJ&AJDE, .AtiltnSs £R> -r', 
ibiu MriEEsro*. wfeoca® wwt 
never to pfay *g*fo in AstoS*. 
is mating * ok effort to man 
for wax wodri AasmSab upes 
dwpta dtage teg it sties ts* 
portanttfam tbe ptbet graacf dm 
events. 

The former eofm fen&fe of 
the teuok cfrcatfcoipmcatad oo 
the fiat grad dm of tto 1990k 
Qc Dcgan an p H n aw ai » 
the fcmr-dar Rio momadooal 

A»IU»ny jg . 

“I tracd tor act dons hen as 
earty as I eoahm give njsdf O k 
best clarace," the Aaoknidl 

"I fealtifca Fm wpnpuiditl 


He wh to incased by (he 


GOREN BRIDGE 


■V OURLB GQMtN 


num w w www h m w w m. 


ANSWOES TO WCSKLY BK2DGZ QUIZ 


Q.l— Both v ulnwbk , ntotnn 
hold: 

SQIUD . 7AIS4 . OAM *X 

Partner op e ns the hktfng *4* one 
rtk mo nd . What do von resp on d? 
A.— Yen are fofss to xAqr in sssm 
at Jean, hot ym need mac to ktcaie 
yoor bat spot. Start off by respond- 
nw on e mde. A im ra iMfl Mods 

far inuuw'i nhur. 


Q.2— Both vuiser«ble.«i Sooth yon 
bold: 

♦Qian 9AK54 OAB( *K 

IOC ObWIQI CHS nCBDQOQi 

North bn Sm* Wart 

10 CM It Fw 

1 NT T*m t 

What do yon Ud booT 
A^-U'a tine to rtum jw orengih. 
A jump iMfk to fane beam fin the 
bill atedy aeeood nit, Krone 
hand, fordftg to game. - - 


QX — Ai South, vriwdilt. yon 
hold: 

7A* ‘ 01SGZ *» 

Pannar open* the W*Sa*wkh two 
aotraagt Wh t a cti o n do yon take? 
A.— Yon lam jut encosb for snow 
if year nmpeis22>a4pQiaif.tU k b 
my lower, pw with aJacrhy.) Be* 
cittM of yov rafliof valve, hpwev- 
er, yon abendd probe for the 
ponMty of a 4-S spade fit. Use 
the SreyiranCoevtniloo— bid throe 
dab*. 


QJ Hailhnf vtdocnbk, as Sooth 
m hold* 

*!» 9«I OJfM AA1S4 

Wlta IliilifL^ MflHUM l^lo* 

IOC UMMiflft no yujuxqai. 


17 2 0 ft* 

What do yon bid now? 


Q.3— Boda rnbcrabfe, as Sooth yoo 
hold: 

4QJ3M3 7AJK54 OAMC BK 
Tbe Wdd te g has proceeded: 

North Eart - M Wart 

10 Ttm l * Dm 

1 NT Pan 3 7 Fw 

3 NT Pan . T 

What action do yon take? 

A.— Although partner has faown 
no pot ndm far either of your 
suiti and there nU» be some dupB- 
carioa of vafaes in this, yon am 
stiH good eooogh for one more 
move. The togiciddKurefc four 
monds, bbbSaf out yoor band pat- 
tern. If partner has a. fivesard 
cSamond u ili , rtx **— 
be oo became hb dob losers css be 
raffed in your sbocMnaap hand. 


A.—' Yoa tm a problem. Yon can't 
bid dthertta* ink. three dhsaoods 
is an no cfa rt d d and four faam o ndi 
overstates yoarhohhsgia partner's 
sok and fijy—rr them no eunp 
Ttas kanmoadr a coe-bid, which it 
i faapfr « BS H S Srt fume ia de 
modem style. Bid two haarta, 


Qi Roth vnWfhfc .«» South yon 
hold: 

SQS7 7T3 OAJM *A2M3 
The biddhmhat proceeded: 


17 1 0 T 

What action do yon take? 

A.— If yon me bade methods, doa- 
ble fge ' j — 1 W phwM pCD- 

dnoe at least n two-trick set and yon 
can't be mm yoo have game. If yon 
play negative doubles; yon mart 
peak of.oo un e , and hope p a rt ner 
mopms wkh n double. 


I TH E Dally Crossword** 




New South Wales Open: 


b« boo, \kl ift strays boat t 
ififfiuds IminMinfwr for me." 

■ . Last yew. be «n a rock turfs 
•dense wb» be xetssed to xbe 
Aattnte Opa for ihe first time 
-since December 1985, wfeco he 
bed vowed aever to pfoy there 
ngiin ate dashes with tbe medie 
Md e shock defeat to Yafosfov 
Skfood» Zwojmovw. ^ 
Mtfiww bctw hid his hatred 
trf.tbe cramped. oM Kooyopg 
ooertx jo MelbotHna— the scene 
of fate 1985 deb n de — which he 
can described as “the worst 
grass coat ! have. ever played 


“skating rink" conditions that be 
won * Zl'day smpeesion for one 
two-word outburst in 1965. 

Hm move to Hbdea Park 
changed alt that and this year, 
derate wasting that the open 
ww “not « imp o rtant a* the other 
big tomnaments,” McEnroe said 
he was mating a big effort to 
acclimatise to tbe Australian 
Bummer. 

He guided the United States to 
tbe Hopman Cup final in Perth 
last week, only to lose to Spain, 
and bat been travelling with wife 
Tatum CNea] and young sons 
Kevin and Sean. 

Tbe world number four, who 
readied the qnsjier-finals last 
year and tbe semifinals on grass 
at Kooyong in 1983 — his best 
perf orm ance at the open — said: 
“If conditions at Baxters park 
are reasonable, my chances are 
good." 


“It's tough, if you go out there 
and it’s 140 degrees (Fahrenheit, 
60 centigrade) on (be court, any- 
th ing could hanoen 
But he added^coukfo’t play 
six or seven straight matches at 

tk. bn. « 


the top of my game if ift hot. 
McEnroe said tbe open coul 


McEnroe said tbe open could 
boil down to the survival of the 
fittest, favouring world number 
one Ivan Lendl. 

“It’s sort of like a crap shoot 
(dice game). There's not that 
many gays that are at their best 
farm-wise, but some guys could 
be very fit at this time... A guy 
like Lendl, be gets down here 
early and he's very fit,” McEnroe 

Fftncs fanatic Lendl, bolder of 
tbe Australian crown, is playing 
in tbe New South Wales Open 
where be had an easy first round 
win over Andrew Sznajder of 
Canada 6-1, 6-3 on Wednesday. 


TPTTTT7TT7 


fly Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroH Righter Foundation 
FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY II, 1990 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: This now become a very good friend. . 
ktgooddayio reduce the ideas of time to build up your assets, slow! 

tbe recent pest into practical reel- but Andy. 

ospednlysidieKe anything to do SCORPIO. (October 23 to Noveo 

wuh caroer and personal finance is bd 21) Accent the invitation of 
c on c ern ed. .mwmwmL « *k^ nm* ^ 


ARIES: (March 21 do April 19) Tty 
to put your own special gift at work 

fa wn f w SiwnAt fi yryff f , 

Get your home organised on a 


Get your home a 
more wed rounded 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
good fifcaa win help you with < 


obligation. Take your 
st to sec a relative who is 


attachment to sec a relative who is 
younger that bos not been seen 


now become a very good friend. A 
time to build up your assets, slowly 
but Andy. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Accept the invitation of a 
younger friend in tbe same skua- 
don as yourself. Your family has 
the right to know where they snmd 
with you with money. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 ro 
December 21) Add beamy and 
colour at your resid e nce foe more 
harmony. You need to be very 
selective in which friends you ice 
at this time. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 


January 20) Your nnnmi «<— « 
could be just great for you now. 


GEMXFO: (May 21 to June 21) 
Chans you r family oow by giving 
them some thoughtful presents. A 
woman wiD aid you in putting your 
pomts across with your loved one. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don't let some tendon 
keep you from seeing and enjoying 
a mend you like. Rdy on a woman 
to handle tension with your mate. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 22) You 
and your attachment should be 
more open to seeing more indi- 
viduals. You need to look at the 
larger aspects of your busnesi 
opportunities now. 

VIRGO: .(August 22 to September 
22) If yon have been planning a 
home edition, start it now. A 
faatfly me mb er will now get along 
vary well with your attachment. 
TJBRA: (September 23 to October 
"22) A Ujjhly influential person' can 


could be just great for you now. 
Little courtesies will now most 
impress your anarhment that are 
done by you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Many friends win now vie 
to entertain jbu in your spare time. 
Invite anyone in your home who is 
able to aid you m business plans. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) There will be much vitality in 
your emotional relationship now. 
A Don-oombative and gentle atti- 
tude is suggested at borne now. 

Tbday’s child: If your child were 
born today be or she win be very 
magnetic, att racti n g both the right 
and the wrong types of friends. 
Thk progeny win some gui- 
dance and where discri- 

mi na tion and evaloatiofl is re- 
quired. A decided abOiiy tor busi- 
ness and finance is indicated- . 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 12, 1990 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: An 
innate restlessness besets moat 
everyone throughout die day into 
early evening. Unwise, sodden and 
dramatic changes, that are not 
beneficial occur at the drop of a 
hat 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
couple from a distance will have 
cicriTIratf advise far your fhtnre. 
You can make money through now 
taking a business risk. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Rendering something special to 
your attachment brings much 
happiness. Firing up your home 
can be easily a c co mplished now. 

GE M INI: (May 21 to June 21) Be 
off with dose friends to see m- 
tarearing companions nearby. Thkc 
your attachment today to interest- 
ing group activities ttat you both 
enjoy. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You will be tempted to 


spend more money than is senst- 
ue. Don't invite an i n teresting 


lew. Do nothing now that would 
reuse business persons to think you 
are cheap. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Have a frank talk with your 
family about yonr ambitions. 
Going dutch treat wiih your friends 
now would keep worthwhile 
friendships intact. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Do everything 
possible to get your attachment to 

K on a trip with you. Now would 
a good nmc to join an organisa- 
tion with friends you like. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get an possible busi- 
ness data that yon require from 
experts. A time when yon need to 
keep your temper under control 
when with your friends. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A very good day for you to 
invite and emertain charmers in 
your home. You win have con- 
siderable activity with good 
friends. 


hie. Don't invite an i n t er esting 
group into your boom at this time. 

LEO: (July 22to August 21) Be off 
and about to interertmg activities 
with your attachment. Discussing 


poetical matters with friends can 
be very helpful now. 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Accepting more responsibili- 
ties in business win bring you more 
income. Invite younger persons 
into yonr home for a pleasant time. 


be very helpful now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Restiessness at home requires 


tint you and yonr family get out of 
the house, u you are gomg to do 


business now a large firm a best. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Seeing too much of one friend 
can reuse you unnecessary prob- 


Today’c ebOds If your child were 
bom today be or she wiD be witty 
and have a good sense of humour 
that will appeal to those individuals 
who can appreciate his or her 
special qualities, while others 
around them may fail to under- 
stand or approve of them, and in 
some ways be truly confused by 
t hem . 


Honeymoon city of the world — Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada. 
•For private, commercial licence multf-engine-instrument rating. 
AH advance flying and ground school. 

For training cost and visa information. Please write: 


Phone (416) 682-9224 CONQUEST AIR LTD. 
FAX (416) 687-6678 p Q Box - 53 $ 

Niagara Falls 
Ontario, Canada, 

L2 E — 6 V2 


Cinema 

Tel: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 



Mayotte, Shriver fall, 
Lendl, Becker advance 


SYDNEY (R) — Americans Tim 
Mayotte and Pam Shriver were 
the big name casualties as the son 
finally shone on the rain-soaked 
New Sooth Wales Open teams 
Tournament cm Wednesday. 

Mayotte, seeded fourth in the 
men’s angles, crashed out in 
straight sets to lft-ycar-old Amer- 
ican qualifier Pete Sampras white 
women's fifth seed Shriver was 
beaten 6-3, 6-7, 7-5 by Czechoslo- 
vakia’s Jana Pdspisiiova. 

Sixth seed Andres Gomez of 
Ecuador also fell by the wayside, 
beaten 7-5, 64 by another Amer- 
ican qualifier, David Wheaton. 

Top two seeds Ivan Lendl and 
Boris Becker had no such prob- 
lems as they cruised confidently 
into the second round with 
straight sets win over Canadian 
Andrew Sznajder and Alexander 
Volkov of the Soviet Union. 

In the women's singles, Cana- 
da's Helen Ketesi, tbe third seed. 


was beaten by Fiance's Isabelle 
Deroongeot while tbe seeded 
Americans Party Fendick and 
Rot Fair bank and the Soviet Un- 
ion's Larisa Savchenko also made 
early earns. 

Mayotte’s defeat was his 
second to Sampras who, after his 
shock win over Sweden's Mats 
Wilander at last year's U.S. 
Open, is emerging as one of the 
United States' bright young 
hopes. 

"I don't knew if he's psyched 
out by me but it seems as though 
he doesn't play as well as he's 
capable against me," said an 
elated Sampras later. 

Lendl, who now meets Yugos- 
lavia’s Goran Ivanisevic in the 
second round, did not relish the 
overcast, breezy conditions early 
in tbe day but still served 11 aces 
to overcome his former doubles 
partner Sznajder. 

Becker was happier with his 



performance against Volkov and 
said he was confident of produc- 
ing a better performance at next 
week's Australian Open than be 
produced last year when he was 
beaten in the fourth round by 
Sweden’s Jonas Svensson. 

“I played better today than 1 
did in last year's Australian 
Open,” he said. “Last year 1 took 
too much time off between the 
Davis Cup final and the Austra- 
lian Open but I came over earlier 


this year because 1 didn't want to 
make the same mistake again.” 
The Wimbledon and U.S< 
Open champion also dismissed 


reports which quoted West Ger- 
many’s David Cup captain Nikki 


many's David Cup captain Nikki 
Pilic as saying the 22-year-old 
Becker would retire from tennis 
in two year's time in search of a 
new, more intellectual challenge. 
“It's news to me. 1 have no idea 
what he had in the back of his 
mind,’ 1 said Becker. 


Centre court area in Wimbledon to be eliminated 


LONDON (AP) — A 68-year 
tradition at the world’s oldest 
grand tlam te nnis tournament 
ends this summer when all stand- 
ing room at Wimbledon’s centre 
court is scrapped to meet new 
shfety standards, officials 
announced Tuesday. 

“It’s very, very sad.” Sue 
Youngman, spokeswoman for the 
All England Club, said Tuesday. 
“The centre court was built in 
1922 and has had standing room 
ever since. Tbe place won’t quite 
be tbe same without it.” 

New government regulations 
require any covered stand at a 
British sports ground accom- 
modating more than 500 people 
to bold a safety certificate. 

Tbe centre coon at Wimbledon 
bolds 14,502 fans, including 2.000 
standing places. Youngman Mid 
local authorities refused to grant 
the championships a safety cer- 
tificate unless it replaced standing 
areas on its main show court with 
seats. 

“We will be building seats but 
there won’t be anywhere near 
2,000,” Youngman told the 
Associated Press. “It will hit hard 
many people who have tradi- 
tionally queued up to get into 
centr e 'court:” 

Bnt a spokesman for Merton 
Borough Council, which covers 
the Wimbledon district, said it 


was the All England Chib’s own 
decision to make centre court an 
all-seater arena. 

“They elected to remove the 
seating,” said Robin Pryke, chief 
surveyor at tbe council's building 
control department. “All we 
asked was for them to reduce the 
number of standing places and 
make tbe standing area conform 
to the act. 

“We didn't specify’ a number 
and one got the impression they 
were actually looking for more 
seats. Maybe it’s cheaper for 
them than to make the necessary 
construction work to keep it a 
standing area.” 

In a statement, the All England 
Club said Wimbledon's centre 
court will now become an adv- 
ance ticket only arena. Only 
“with great regret” would ex- 
isting standing room be replaced 
with seating before this year’s 
event starting Jane 25. 


“The committee (of manage- 
ment) is extremely disappointed 
that the longstanding tradition of 
standing room areas on centre 
court must now come to an end," 
tbe statement said. 

The new legislation, which fall* 
under the fire and safety at places 
of sport act, was prompted by the 
1985 Bradford fire disaster when 
53 fans died after a wooden stand 
was engulfed in flaipec at an 
English soccer game. 

The law was tightened follow- 
ing the Hillsborough Stadium 
tragedy in Sheffield in April 1989. 
when 95 English soccer spectators 
were crushed to death in an over- 
crowded stand. 

Youngman said officials at the 
All England Club tried hard to 
persuade Merton Borough Coun- 
cil that tennis attracts a different 
type of crowd than soccer. 

“If die dub could have done 
anything to retain s tandin g room. 


it would have done,” she told the 
AP. “But the council looked at 
every aspen of safety within the 
grounds and made certain condi- 
tions for the tournament going 
ahead.” 


She said the authority had 
drawn up “a huge list of require- 
ments." 

“Taking away standing room 
was one of these conditions. 
There are others which we will 
announce later,” she said. “A lot 
of things will change. The dub 
has to make a number of amend- 
ments in safety procedures.” 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 


Located in DahiatAI Rashid. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, L-shaped salon and living room, with central 
heating. Area: 220 square metres with a garden. • 


In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more information please call: 665396. 


For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 1 
Tel: 685342, 682097 < 


FURNISHED HOUSE TO LET 


Three bedrooms, two salons, two glassed verandas and a 
spacious kitchen. Telephone is installed. Located just 
behind American Embassy Stores at the Seventh Circle. 


Reasonably Priced Villa For Rent 

Nicely located in a’quiet residential area, with nice view. Completely 
independent folly furnished: American & European furniture, 
arden, garage. C.H.. telephone, TV, video, 
lectrolux appliances, 3 bedrooms, living-dining room, salon, maid, 
room in basement. 


If interested please call 817038 


Call 845272, Thursday & Friday 12:00-5:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED SEMI VILLA 
FOR RENT 


Located at the Seventh Circle area, consisting of 
one master bedroom, three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, two kitchens, fully equipped, big 
salon, dining room, deluxe furnished, bar, gar- 
den, garage, and telephone. 


REQUIRED 

AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

A regional organisation, based in Amman, re- 
quires an executive secretary. Experience is 
necessary, five years with a reputable firm. Age 
below 35. 

Languages: Fluent in Arabic, English and prefer- 
ably French. Good salary with fringe benefits. 

Applications with C.V. and a recent photo 
to be addressed to: 


For more more informations please contact: 
Tel. 684945 & 684947, Amman 

P.O. Box 930039 Amman 
Deadline: 10 days from today. 


- 




CAR FOR SALE 


White MERCEDES-BENZ' 300 SEL 1988 model. Fully 
optioned. 


For inquiry please call 821813 


TTrrrrrrrrTT 


Construction companies are invited to participate to submit 
offers for the project of works to re-structure the new premises of 
the Chancery of the Spanish Embassy. 


For further details, please contact the Embasw at 
telephone number 655889 during working hours (from 
8.00 am. till ZOO p.m. except Fridays and Sundays). 


PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

Arabic to English: Must have excellent know- 
ledge of Arabic, ability to translate into fluent 
idiomatic English. University education, good 
working knowledge of current world affairs, 
ability to work under pressure with precision and 
speed, and to work day and evening shifts on a 
regular basis, including weekends. Premium 
placed on accuracy, judgement, dedication, 
diligence, reliability. 

Good package of compensation offered. 

Send typed or printed C.V. and a recent picture 
to: 

Personnel Office 
P.O. Box 354, Amman 

N.B.: Recent applicants need not re-apply. 


Cinema 
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World News 


Moscow shows readiness 
to accept Lithuanian reform 


VILNIUS, Soviet Union (R) — Moscow showed rfgns 
of increasing readiness Wednesday to accept a 
formal break by its Lithuanian Communist com- 
rades and even to exploit the seeming rebuff in its 
perestroika reform drive. 


In a report on the domestic 
service of Moscow Radio, a cor- 
respondent in tiie Lithuanian 
capital, Vilnius, told Soviet 
listeners an opinion poll showed 
Mirenwhghmiig SlippOTt for last 
month’s move by the Lithuanians 
to establish a separate Commun- 
ist Party. 

It said 82 per cent of those 
polled, across a broad cross-sec- 
tion of Lithuanians, approved of- 
the break. 

And it said Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s own popu- 
larity has increased of late, while 
that of the independence mass 
movement Sajnds has fallen. 

The radio’s morning news bul- 
letin made dear the reform effort 
would get a boost from Gor- 
bachev’s fact-finding mha ii n n to 
the once-independent republic, 
set to begin Thursday. 

“It would not have been neces- 


sary for the Lithuanian party to 
have taken this decision if 
changes in the Soviet party had 
been going more quickly. We aU 
know they are going very slow- 
ly,” said die report. 

The newscast follows condHia- 
toxy remarks by Soviet party 
ideology chief Vadim Medvedev, 
who Tuesday suggested the Com- 
munist Party as a whole could 
benefit from greater decentraHsa- 
tion. 

Medvedev, leading a 40-mem- 
ber delegation ahead of Gor- 
bachev’s visit, said a party ple- 
num in Moscow late this month 
would press for greater freedom 
for local parly organisations. 

"The platform must propose a 
nu mh er of radical transformation 
in the parly. It most raise sub- 
stantially the independence of the 
Communist Party in the repub- 
lics, of party organisations and of 


the role of each party member,” 
he said in remarks carried by the 
Soviet News Agency TASS. 

Medvedev, dearly on hand to 
sound out local workers and offi- 
cials and not to give ultimatums, 
also stoutly defended the party as 
the leading light of perestroika. 

His words were the dearest 
sign yet that Moscow’s party 
brass hoped to turn the rebuff 
from their Lithuanian c om rades 
to tactical advantage in a drive to 
xid local parties of hardline ele- 
ments hnldmg back social and 

rh a ngft. 

The Kremlin’s softer hue, a far 
cry from earlier warnings that the 
Lithuanian move could lead to 
the disintegration of the Soviet 
party, is expected to face a severe 
test dozing the Soviet leader’s 
visit. 


Sajudis has announced plana to 
hold ranks during the visit to 
press for “freedom and independ- 
ence.” 

At the same time, Moscow is 
under pressure from the country’s 
volatile southern region, which 
ethnic rivalries and religious pas- 
sions thre at en to set aflame 


A rmenian party activists Tues- 
. day walked out of their offices in 
•* the capital, NagonKvKarabakh, 
rather than meet the Azerbaijani 
Communist Party chief, leaving a 
high-level delegation alone at toe 
airport. 

This public snob of a fellow 
Communist fllustrates the tension 
b e tw e en the rival ethnic groups 
that has erupted in dashes that 
have caused more than 120 
deaths. 

Gun battles and assaults by 
rival groups are a regular feature 
of fife in the disputed territory, 
a dminis te r ed as part of Azerbai- 
jan but populated mostly by 
Arme nian s. 

In the Azerbaijani region of 
Nakhichevan on the Iranian bor- 
der, a week of rioting by Shiite 
Muslim Azeris seeking closer ties 
with their banian c oun t erpar ts 
ha« damaged border installations 
and forced officials to premise 
easier travel. 

The Iranian News Agency 
(IRNA) said a delegation from 
Tehran met Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze Tues- 
day to discuss freer movement 
across their common border. 


Romania puts revolution death toll at 10,000 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
new leadership has said a max- 
imum of 10,000 people were kil- 
led in the December revolution 
and Harme d 50,000 people were 
executed — about 40 a week — 
dmfng the rule of Communist 
dictator NicaoLae Ceausescu. 

Sftviu Brncan, a senior member 
of the executive committee of the 
ruling National Salvation Front 
(NSF), said: “The total number 
of dead during the revolution in 
Romania is no more than 
10,000,” Romanian television re- 
ported. 

He declared Jan. 12 a national 
day of mourning. 

*The genocide of 60,000 vic- 
tims blamed on Nicolae and Ele- 
na Ceausescu corresponds to the 
number of executinos carried out 
rinrmg 25 years of dictatorship 
and those who died during the 
revolution,” Brncan said. 

His remarks sought to clarify 


reports that up to 60,000 Roma- 
nians had died in the December 
revolution alone. 

A decree issued Tuesday said 
Palace Square, where Ceausescu 
made his last speech before fierce 
fighting erupted, would be re- 
named Revolution Square. 

Monuments to the dead would 
be built in Bucharest and the 
Western town of Tfrnosoara, 
where the revolution which 
brought Ceausescu ’s downfall 
erupted. 

The dictator was toppled from 
power on Dec. 22 and he and his 
wife were executed by an army 
firing squad three days later. 

Bucharest and Timisoara were 
officially declared “towns of the 
martyrs.” 

The NSF decree- said church 
services would be held every Fri- 
day to commemorate the dead. 

Meanwhile Romania’s leaders 
are moving test to end the 


traumatised country’s constitu- 
tional Umbo. 

But a senior figure in the NSF 
responded an gril y to charges that 
democracy was the first casualty 
of the breakneck pace of change 
since (he bloody and of Ceanses- 
cu’s rule. 


Brncan said Tuesday that 
Romanians would be able to con- 
sider a draft constitution and 
electoral law next week. 

“We expect them to become 
the subject of wide public debate 
and we shall include all pertinent 
suggestions in the final draft,” 
Brncan told Reuters. 

The new constitution will re- 
place the one that served 
Ceansescn well for 24 years. 

Brncan was stung by criticism 
from poet Doina Cornea who 
said Monday that ex-Connnnmsts 
like him were running the NSF 
and that the Dec. 22 revolution 


might be in peril. 

Brncan, now in his seventies 
and a one-time Ceausescu envoy 
in New York and Washington 
before moving to open dissent, 
said Cornea was not serious, re- 
sponsible or fair. 

*T think she is veiy naive politi- 
cally,” Brncan said in response to 
Cornea's call for woikes to de- 
monstrate an the streets rather 
than lose control of the revoln- 
tion. 

The NSF, an umbrella group of 
the different forces which toppled 
Ceausescu, announced further 
popular reforms. 

Brncan confirmed that free ele- 
ction promised by April, the first 
for more than 40 years, could be 
delayed if opposition parties 
wanted more tune to prepare. 

The lifting of Ceansescu’s vir- 
tual ban on foreign travel drew 
more than 1,000 applicants to the 
passport office in Bucharest. 



7 die in Poland coal mine accident 


WARSAW (AP) — Seven miners were killed and 22 others 
injured Wednesday in a methane gas explosion in a coal urine, 
Polish news media reported. The explosion at the Halemba Mine, 
located on the outskirts of the industrial city of Katowice about 
300 kilometres south of Warsaw, occurred justafter 2 a-m. (0100 
GMT) during the night shift, the Polish news agency (PAP) 
reported. Polish radio said that six miners woe killed instantly 
ana a seventh died in the hospital. The report said that 10 of the 
miners who were hospitalised were in serious conefition. A special 
commission has been formed to investigate what caused the blast, 
PAP said. 


More boat people leave Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — An increasing number of Vietnamese boat 
people are now leaving Hong Kong for home voluntarily, officials 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said Wednesday. A group of 123 men, women and 
children who had given up hope of resettlement overseas fiew 
from the crowded British colony for Hanoi Wednesday under a 
U.N.-sponsored voluntary repatriation policy. This brought to 
995 the total number to have gone bad? of their own volition since 
the flights began last March. "The pace is picking up now. We 
seem to be getting towards two flights a month regularly,” an 
official said, adding that another flight was planned next week and 
two more in February. The voluntary repatriation p r og ra mme has 
been slow to start, despite thg squalid and often brutal conditions 
inside the colony’s camps and detention centres. 



Ceausescu ‘ordered’ massacre 


BUCHAREST (AP) — Nkofale Cmaraca penn aify ordered 
troops fo fire oa peaodU demonstrators at the outset of the 
refutation Oat toppled Urn, Interior Minister Mfiuri GUtac has 
said. 

GUtac, one of the ffrst generate to side with dvfiaas seeking 
Ceawesca’s ouster, aba said Cc—s e scu ’ s wife told aMkn 
reluctant to shoot a pregnant woman to one tanks again! her. 

The former mffitary commander of the Bucharest garri son told 
the Associated Press teat about 800 armed Ceausescu loyaHsts had 
been captured since the uprising b ega n Dec. 15. 

He added that the army knew the loartioa of the few still at large 
and was preparin g to dose fa on them. 

The general's eyes misted with terns as he spoke of the ma ssacr e 
fa ndd-December of maimed demonstrators fa Tfcnboara, 500 
lefanetres no rt h w est of Bucha re st — the attack that anteashed the 
revolt ending Ceauscscn’s 24 years of faun-fisted rale. 

“It is certain that he gave strict orders to shoot,” be said of 
C c a ns escu’s role fa the ma s sacre. “Special writs tad been seat” to 
fafitaate army ranks, “and these vAa provoked general gaaoddc 
hi Timisoara,” arid GUtac. 

Elena Craitsesen, the Barton’s second in command, was no has 
harsh, GUtac i fPato d - 

They Mep hoa e d tee wife of toe despot that they could not 
shoot became there were women nod driklras,” GUtac related. 
< *She .waa told over Oa telephone tori a pregassrt woamm toM the 
wUfcrs, ** 001 , and yon wffl kffl two people.”' 

“The tyrant’s wife sidd, Tf yon amt moot, go with tanks againt 


He dep leted the pair after their ca p t ur e and fa the find days 
before their e x ecution as srnnlngfy bfiad to the reality of a 
Rom a ni a condemne d to poverty became of their economic and 

«nrfJ pqBrifg. ' 

An interrogator “asked them, Srfay did yon leave the Romanian 
people without food, cirildrea without food?”’ GUtac retried. 
“The answer was ‘have yon seen anyone die of Imager in 
Romania?”* 

“Asked why television had been restricted to a tbdfy two-hour at 
hbwnt adafa rthm for the Cea n ses cns and their na rrow vision of 
Romani a , the ample argued, toad we enlarged the TV program- 
me, the worfces would have been tired and couldn't have gone to 
work,'” GUtac safaL 

The dafly Adevand (truth) said Tuesday that Ceansescn's 
youngest son, Men, a former party s ecret ar y in the southern 
Transylvanian city of Sfein, pn anilj ordered my and police 
nrits to shoot r e volutio nari es fa the city last 


Top Punjab officer 
killed in explosion 


CHANDIGARH, India (R) — A 
Punjab police commandant high 
on the hit-fist Of Sikh mflitnntg 
was lolled when a bomb ripped 
apart his office Wednesday, a* 
senior police source said. 

Commandant Gobind Ram 
and o ther poHceme n di ed 


mg," the source added. 

He said toe bomb went off just 


- ■ 
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Pretoria has nothing 


in freeing Mandela 


to lose 
-Sisulu 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— Black nationalist Walter SkuIu 
Wednesday pot more pressure on 
South Africa to free African 
National Congress (ANC) leader 
Nelson Mandela, 'saying Pretoria 
had nothing to gain by keeping 
trim behind bam. 

Sisulu said it was time for' 
Mandela to take his place as a key 
figure in negotiating a peaceful 
settiemeat to South Africa’s poli- 
tical stalemate. 

“Tbe situation in South Africa 
is such that it does not depend oa 
Mr. Mandela being in jafl... there 
is no a dv an t a ge to us, to Nelson 
Mandela or to the government to 
have him m prison,” be said on a 
radio phone-in p ro gramm e. 

Sfcuiu, jailed with Mandela in 
1964 for plotting to ove rt h row 
white m i n o rit y rule, rejected spe- 
culation that Mandela's release 
would ease international pressure 
on South Africa to give blacks a 
say in national government. 

"As long as apartheid does not 
change, tbe world has the right to 
point tiie finger at South Africa,” 
he said. 

Speculation has readied fever 
pitch that President F.W. De 
Klerk will free Mandela wi t hin 
weeks, meeting a condition of the 
outlawed ANC for talks on en- 


Soum African state radio, in a 
Aafly commentary which reflects 


.S. 

estimates 
220 civilians 
killed in 
Panama 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Defence Department offi- 
cially have estimated that 220 
Panamanian civilians and non- 
mnfonned fighters were kiBed in 
its invasion of Panama, but a 
spokesman said the final tally was 
likely to rise. 

The estimate included 
"P anamani an Defence Forces 
and "Dignify Battalions’ not in 
uniform and otherwise unidentifi- 
able; as well as footers and bona 
fide innocent civilians,” said de- 
partment spokesman Bob Hall. 

More than 300 U.S. and 
Panamanian uniformed soldiers 
also toed in the Dec. 20 interven- 
tion, during which Gen. Manuel 
Antonio Noriega was driven from 
power and a new government 
sworn in- 

Hall said Panamanian govern- 
ment’s Institute for Legal Medi- 
cine has counted only 203 civi- 
lians killed as a direct result of tbe 
military operation. 

However, Hall said, that offi- 
cial institute still has a number of 
cases to review. 

“We’re bang conservative. We 
think toereH be a few more. We 
expect the figure to rise slightly,” 
Hall said. 


Meanwhile Noriega made his 
second appearance in a heavily 
maided Miami courtroom Tues- 
day and a federal prosecutor said 
he could be transferred any day 
from his cramped jail cell in tire 
courthouse. 

But U.S. District Court Judge 
William Hoeveler ordered pro- 
secutors not to move Noriega out 
of South Florida until toe judge 
has been notified. 

The judge delayed ruling on 
the prosecution's request that 
Noriega be formally ordered held 
without bail and instead gave 
defence lawyers more than two 


on the issue. He set 
bearing for Jan. 26. 

Noncga is charged with aiding 
international cocaine smugglers 
and pocketing $4.6 million in 
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Jc-storey building in a police com- 
plex at Julhmdar, 300 kilometres 
north west of New Delhi, toe 
source in the capital Chandigarh 
■fad. 

Human rights groups had long 
accused Ram of excessfed in in- 
vestigating a violent camp aign by 
SiHw for their own iwtwftpH in 
Punjab. - 

“He was high on the hit-list erf 
tbe Sikh extr emists and we can 
anfy mess,” the source said when 
asked who was suspected of 
planting tiie bomb. 

It was a pow e rfu l bomb winch 
brought down die entire build- 


before lunchtime, but he could 
give no further details. 

More than 2,000 people toed in 
1989 in toe campaign by extrem- 
ists for a homeland they call 
Khafistan, land of the pore. They 
included militants, ■ -ace, Hindus 
and others caught in the conflict. 

New Indian Prime Minister 
Vi&hwanath Pratap Singh hay 
made peace in Punjab a priority 
for bis government and has in- 
vited aU political parties to a 
public meeting Thursday in 
Lu dh iana , some 20 kilometres 
south of JuHtmdnr. 


The campaign for Khalistan 
reached a peak of bloodshed in 
1984. More than 1,000 people 
toed when the then Pome Minis-' 
ter Indira Gandhi ordered troops 
into Sikhdom’s holiest shrine, toe 
Golden Temple at Amritsar. 


ushered in by U.S. 
minutes after tiie bearing: began 
and sat calmly duringthe 40- 
minnte hearing, listening to a 
Spanish translation of the pro- 
ceedings through headphones. 

In a separate development, 
Peru has granted toplosnanic asy- 
lum to 12 Panamanians being 
sheltered in toe home of its 
ambassador, and hundreds of 
people sacked the headquarters 
of Noriega. 

Asylum was granted Tuesday 
to CapL Gonzafo Gonzalez, as 
U.S. troops remained stationed 
for a second day outride the 
Peruvian ambassador's residence 
seeki ng his c ap t ur e. Gonzalez 
had commanded the co mpa ny 
that provided security for 
Noriega’s headquarters. 

I, , 

Others granted asylum winde 
toe residence were Noriega’s 
sccrctwy, CapL Marcela Tason 
and her husband, Ufises Rodri- 
guez; CapL Narrasa Castifiero 
and ter daughter Patricia Ceutte; 

Herachdes Sucre, his wife 
Daisy Batista, three ctriIdreD,and 
fas mother Judith Medina; and 
Maj. Edgardo Lopez. 


government policy, said Wednes- 
day it was only a matter of time 
before Mandela’s release would 
be announced. 

And the pro-government 
Citizen newspaper raid in an 
editorial there was no longer any 
purpose in keeping him m jafl. 

"Excitement is already build- 
ing up and will grow in intensify 
.by toe time the gov ernm ent frees 
mm, probably after the opening 
of parliament on Feb. 2,” tiie 
news pap e r s said. 

“But why wait? Why let emo- 
tions reach a massive climax? The 


But he said De Klerk and toe 
filling National Party were being 
forced to the negotiating table by 
international pressure and 
mounting support for the ANC. 

"The National Party is no lon- 
ger a free agent to do what it 
likes. It has to react to the situa- 
tion as a whole,” he said. 

He denied that the ANC was 
being forced to be more pragma- 
tic with Pretoria since tbe col- 



(Jnaddressed letter 
delivered to family 7 


GREAT BADDOW, En gla nd 
(AP) — A letter from Norway to, ys* 
B ritain with only the fainflynaiiie .. |{ ! 

on toe envelope was correctly ^ 


delivered in an 


in Eastern Europe, where the 
guerrilla movement tratotionally- 
gained most of its political and 
eco n omic support. 


build-up by freeing him now,” it 
added. 

Sisuln said the government had 
not approached him about setting 

Up tallrc on ending apa r fh ffld 

since it freed him and other elder- 
ly ANC activists last October in 
an apparent dry nm for Mande- 
la’s release. 

But he indicated that be was 
willing to have “talks about 
tails” with Pretoria. 

“I am committed not to miter 
into negotiations until a proper 


"We have been affected to a 
very little extent. There is no 
change to our potides,” he said. 

Government-run radio said 
Wednesday tiie release of Man- 
dela was “only a matter of time,” 
■the strongest signal yet that fas 
freedom is nnmmeiit. 

The editorial by the South 
Africa Broadcasting Gup. also 
said Mandela can play a central 
role in opening black-white poli- 
tical dialogue. 


adnHration for tbe post office hut-..-, 
we can’t imagine trow they man- 
aged it,” said Marit Torkildsen of 
Great Baddow near Ch e l msfor d, 

Essex, 48 kilometres eastof Lon- 
don. She said an elderly friend 
wrote “family Todrildsen” on the . 
envelope and posted it on Dec. 14 |A| 

from Rjukan in toe Telemark. fflpl 
district of southern Norway; It 0 
was delivered on Dec. 20, but the T 

story has only just emerged in toe 


efimate (for talks) has been cre- 
ated.. If there are problems ab- 


out the dimate, tben I will speak 
to anyone about that,” he said. 

Tbe ANC "was always pre- 
pared for adjustment.. “Sisuln 
said. “Negotiation does imply 
give and fake.” 


“It has been dear for some 
months that it is only a matter of 
time before Mr. Mandela’s re- 
lease is announced,” the broad- 
cast said. “Moreover, by identify^ 
ing himself with the ideals of 
peaceful development he has re- 
defined fas position.” 


Cambodia, rebels give 
conflicting battle claims 


BANGKOK (R)— The Cambo- 
dian government and its guerrilla 
foes issue battlefield reports that 
differ so widely it’s hard to tell if 
they are talking about tiie game 
war. 

Wfto journalists banned from 
the war zones, conflicting claims 
have been the hallmarks of the 
ll-year-dd conflict. 

The Defence Ministry in 
Phnom Penh admitted for the 
first time Wednesday that Khmer 
Rouge rebels attacked Cambo- 
dia’s second largest dfy of Bat- 
tambang five days ago. It said the 
guerrilla’s four-pronged attack 
against the city suburbs was re- 
pulsed and at least nine rebels 
were killed. 

-vft said the guerrillas were on-, 
able to cap t ure any positions. 

But Khmer Rouge radio said 
rebels took control of die dfy for * 
four hours, killing or wounding 
76 government soldiers, and des- 
troying two planes and several 
axtfllciy and anti-aircraft guns. 

It said in a broadcast Wednes- 
day monitored in Bangkok guer- 
rillas ambushed troop reinforce- 
ments that were backed by tanks 
and 130-mm artillery pieces on 
Route 10. It said two tanks were 
destroyed and the soldiers “were 
forced to retreat in disarray.” 

Thai Foreign Ministry officials 
and senior mffitary officers said it 
appeared the Khmer Rouge were 


Seoul seeks travel 
talks with North 


‘SEOUL (R) — South Korean. 
President Rah Tae-Woo Wednes- 
day predicted reforms sweeping 
East Europe would soon reach 
Communist North Korea and be 
called for a meeting to discuss 
free travel between the two 
Koreas. 

Rob also announced at a New 
•Year news conference that Seoul 
and Wasfangton had agreed to 
scale down joint annual mffitary 
exercises that have hampered 
progress in- North-South border 
talks in tbe past 

“The East European wave of 
reform toward freedom and 
prosperity is bound to reach 
North Korea also before long. 
We hope Similar change will take 
place m the North in an orderly 
and peaceful fashion,” he said. 

Ron welc o med Norhtera lead- 
er Kjm-S-Sung's > New Year prop- 
osal to allow free travel between 
tbe North and South as a step 
towards remnfyiztig the Korean 
peninsula, divided since 1945. Tbe 
two states fare stfll technically at 
war since an anmstice, rather 
than a peace treaty, ended the 
1950-53 Korean war. 

“I welco me the proposal of the 
.top North Korean leader on New 
Year's Day for free travel and 
total opening between the South 
and the North, even though... 
preconditions were attached to 
it,” Rob said. 

“These issues, central to 
national integration, can be re- 
solved through talks between die 
authorities of the . South and 
North especially at tbe highest 
level. I reaffirm my conviction 
that a South-North summit 
should be held as quickly as 
possible to that end,” he pry fed 
Roh has placed high priority on 
improving ties with toe North and 
its Communist allies since he took 
office in February, 1988, as South 
Korea’s first freely elected presi- 
dent in nearly two decades. He 
predicted “a decisive moment Cor 


national ratification win arrive 
within, the next 10 years.” 

"An avenue for national in- 
tegration will surely open up, 
accelerating exchanges, trade and 
coopertion between the South 
and n Ort hr. With free inter-Ko- 
-rean travel becoming a reality, 
separated relatives win be able to 
meet each other,” he said. 

Ten mflfion families were sepa- 
rated by the Korean war. There 
have been telephone, postal, 
transport or other links between 
them since. 

“If it takes time for the two 
parts of Korea to agree to free 
travel and full opening, then ex- 
changes of corre sp ondence and 
telephone calls and free home 
visits by dispersed relatives 
shook! be implemented first,” 
Roh said. 

. He said if Pyongyang agreed, 
Seoul was ready to begin business 
ve n t u res, especially m tourism, 
including the development of tbe 
scenic Kumkang Mountains in 
the North. 


Chung Ju-Yung, a South Ko- 
rean tycoon, v i site d the North 
early last year to sign an initial 
agreement to implement such a 
project. But follow-up vists were 
delayed indefinitely after rela- 
tions between Seem! and Fyon- 
gyang soured over illegal trips to 
the North by dissidents from the 
.South. 

Roh said Seoul and - Washing- 
ton bad agreed to reduce the' 
scale of this year’s “Team Spirit” 
mffitary exercises to help ease 
tension on the peninsula. - • 

Tbe announcement was- tiie. 
‘South’s first such concession to 
Pyo n g yan g, which has repeatedly 
protested against the war games. 

’ “Since military tensononthe 
peninsula continues without let- 
up, we have taken tfas initiaizve 
in the hope that North Korea win 
take a , c orr e sponding step,” he 
said- 


Mrs. Torkfldsen’s husband. Tore, 
said: “Maybe the post office- ki 
Rjukan saw our friend buy the 
stamp or post the letter and knew' 
it was for Britain so they puttfin 
the British bag. And maybe some 
sorter in London knew the Tor-, 
kfldsens lived in Essex so he put it 
in Essex bag. The whole thing is a 
m y st e ry to us.” The post office 
headquarters in London said it 
knew no thing of the feat. 


Bandit gambles 
away heist 


intent on capturing Battambang, 
which has a population of 
200,000, to force the Vietnamese- 
installed Cambodian government 
to negotiate a peace settlement 

They said the Cambodian 
capital, Phnom Penh, came under 
rebel attack last Saturday but 
cookl not confirm Khmer Rouge 
dan™ that President Haig Sam- 
rin. Prime Minister Hun Sen mid 
other top officials fled to Ho Chi 
Mmh City in southern Vietnam 
for safety. 

Khmer Rouge radio said rebels 
the centre of Phnom 
Penh with 32 grenades and plastk 
explosives, lalKng or wounding 
some Vietnamese soldiers. The 
Cambodian gov ernm ent has not 
commented on die report, . _ 

Explosions h»d heavy gunfire 
inside Cambodia were heard 
Wednesday by residents of the 
Thai border town of Aranyap- 
ratfaet. 

Mllitary sources said about 150 
guemllas of toe Khmer People’s 
National liberation Boot, an 
ally of the Khmer Rouge, attack- 
ed Cambodian military bases at 
Ban Nimitr but met strong resist- 
ance. 

The sources said the defenders 
of the base were equipped with 
tanks, artillery and morale rocket 
launchers. 

Sounds of heavy fighting could 
be heard for about four hours. 


LGS ANGELES (AP) — The 
son of a former Delaware pro- 
secutor gambled away 651/100 
stolen in a Philadelphia armoured 
car heist and now^ wants to Sur- 
render, according to puMuAedre- 
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